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HERE is a wide difference between a manufac- 

turer and a merchandiser. . Advertising fre- 

quently discloses the difference. Are you letting the - 

advertising columns of The Sunday School Times 
keep you in the latter class ? 




















Contrasts 
By Cari W. Hiser 


hrough tears I saw one day a land 
Where tears are wiped away; 
One bitter night I learned of light 
That shines in endless day. 


Through pain, the lesson came to me 
That pain for me was borne, 

To heal the rending of my heart, 

' By nails His hands were torn. 


Through loss I learned of matchless gain, 
And through my gain, of loss; 

And groping craven for the way 
I stumbled on a cross. 


My burdens there are hanging still, 
And there fore’er. shall be. 

I could not help myself at all: 
He did it all for me. 








Whence Present-Day Lawlessness? 


We hear and read many attempted explanations of 
the wave of lawlessness that has been sweeping round 
the world for the past few years. But if we believe 
God’s Word we can be sure it has but one source. 
There is. one who ages ago, by saying “J. will,’ set 
himself against God .and defied God’s law. He is 
vitally interested in promoting every condition in the 
world .today that .will break down law and order as 
ordained by God and substitute lawlessness and an- 


‘ archy. A recent letter from the Great Commission 


Prayer League asks a startling question, “Is this the 
age of ‘that Lawless One?” The reference is to 2 
Thessalonians 2:8, “And then shall that Lawless One 
be revealed,” and in the letter a remarkable statement 
by a New York preacher is given: “One of our most 
venerated and far-seeing citizens recently remarked 
that in his eighty years of active life, associated with 
some of the most stirring events in the commonwealth, 
he had never seen such an orgy of lawlessness as that 
through which we are living now. Startled into 
thdughtfulness by this assertion, I made some interest- 
ing discoveries; namely, that I could not recall ever 
having preached a sermon on obedience; that I could 
not recall ever having heard a sermon on obedience; 
that when I searched volume after volume of modern 
addresses and sermons, I did not run upon any that 
dealt with respect for and obedience to authority. 
There were plenty on freedom, on the emancipation 


jof the individual, on the outgrowing of old restraints, 


but few, if any, upom the necessity and glory of be- 
ing mastered by what rightfully masters us. The im- 
pression, began to sink in that our orgy of lawlessness 
is not an accident, nor merely a post-war psychological 
reaction, but that it is the natural fruitage of deep- 
rooted tendencies in our thinking which have affected 
alike our religion, and our law.” The letter concludes 
with this strikifg statement, “When an emasculated 
Bible comes. in, the belief in hell goes .out, the con- 
sciousness of sin goes out, respect for authority goes 
out, Sinai and Calvary go out, and hell on earth comes 
in. For lawlessness is hell.” Satan has not labored in 
vain for a mutilated Bible. Shall we not, as never 


‘before, pray for a separated, a re-empowered, and a 


world-wide witnessing Church, a Church not shunning 
to declare ali the counsel of God, a Church looking for 
that blessed hope? 

ma 


When We Pray 


It is in the eternal purposes of God to give his 
children all that he has, yet we often dishonor him by 
our littleness of asking. “If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you” (John 15:7), is a draft on 
our Father’s storehouse of grace and power that has 
never and never can come back to us stamped, “No 
Funds.” . One of the speakers at America’s Keswick 
this summer told of his adoption into the family of 
a rich aunt and uncle when quite a small boy. In 
honor of the new member of the family, an elaborate 
dinner had been prepared, buf the lad was awed by 
unfamiliar dishes and the lavish display of china and 
cut glass. He ate practically nothing. However, 
after the older folks -had withdrawn to the drawing- 
room, he slipped out unnoticed to a tiny restaurant 
about two blocks away maintained by a colored man 
whom he had often patronized and there He ordered 


Appetite or 


N A little book on “The Power of Prayer,” a writer 
refers to one as sometimes saying, “ I will not go 
to church. I do not feel that way.” .... “You 

stroll instead,” he says, .“and return with nothing but 
an appetite ; when you might have come back with an 
inspiration.” 

a often this happens, especially in the summer 
time 

There is no reason to despise a good appetite. It is 
a gracious gift of God. It is one of. the blessings of 
a healthy body. Most people are rightly concerned 
about the loss of appetite. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was not indifferent to the physical needs of humanity. 
On two great occasions he fed the multitudes with the 
bread of this life. That wondrous morning, some days 
after rising from the dead, when the disciples went a 
fishing as of yore and caught nothing, the Risen Christ 
repeated the miracle of their earlier experience. He 
gave them a great draught of fishes. Not only so; 
“as soon then as they. were come to land, they saw a 
fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread... 
Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine . . . Jesus then 
cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish 
likewise.” 

To the weary, disheartened Elijah, sleeping under the 
juniper tree, came an angel and touched him, “and said 
unto him, Arise and eat. And he looked, and, behold, 
there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of 
water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and 
laid him down again. And the angel of the Lord came 
again the second time, and touched. him, and said, 
rig and eat; because the journey is too great for 
thee.’ 

There are times, however, when attention to appetite 
means letting the flesh master the spirit.. It may seem 
of little moment when it takes place, but the years 
will tell a different story. How clearly this is seen in 
Esau’s selling his birthright for a mess of pottage! 

“For ye know that afterward, when he would have 
inherited the blessing} he was ‘rejected : for he found 
no place of repentance, though he saught it carefully 
with tears.” 


an oyster stew.. It was an absurd thing to do, we say, 
and yet do we not often, in the face of the limitless 
resources our heavenly Father. has placed at our dis- 
posal, dishonor him by asking for some puny thing to 
please ourselves or, what is worse, endeavor to obtain 
that which we desire without going to him at all? 
He offers us his check book to draw on him for all 
that we’ need, — strength, power for service, joy, peace, 
his love. He is saying to us, “What will you have?” 
Shall we not ask him to teach us how to ask for 
those great and marvelous things that as yet we know 


not of ? 
a 
Taking Out the “If” 


Good news concerning salvation must be something 
that is true apart from anything man does about it. 
It must be good news whether man accepts it or not. 
“If you confess yourself a sinner, and accept Christ 
as your ‘Saviour, God will forgive your sins and save 
you.” That is true. But what is true is not neces- 
sarily the Gospel. There must be no “if” in the Good 
News of God’s grace, and no future tense. The Good 
News is that Jesus Christ has died; he has put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself; he has “been raised, 
and is the ever living Lord. Something has been done 
for our salvation, and done by God. Nay, all has been 
done that needed to be done. That is good news in- 
deed. Because of this great fact, we can say to every 

an, “If you accept this fact,” certain results will fol- 
low. As a Bible teacher put it to his class : “We 
say, ‘If I surrender, Christ will keep me.” Let us 
knock out the ‘if? and” bring the future into the pres- 
ent. ‘I have surrendered; he is keeping.’” It is glori- 
ous to realize that our confidence is wholly in.God, in 
what he has done and is doing and will do, and not in 
any measure in ourselves. Only this is grace, and 
grace alone provides a,sure resting place for faith, 


Inspiration ? 


A Christian man, whose business sometimes necessi- 
tated his absence from church on the Lord’s Day, said 
regretfully, “It seems to me that whenever I am away 
some one tells me of a blessing that I missed.” 

We can “stroll” in more ways than one, and return 
with nothing but an appetite when we might have come 
back with an inspiration. It is done sometimes when we 
feel the urge to pray. Instead, we pick up a book and 
wander aimlessly through its pages till we come across 
something that interests us. We now have a real ap- 


petite for reading, and the desire for prayer passes. . 


God was waiting to commune with us as with Abra- 
ham of old. But he has to hide from us the thing he 
is about to do, because, unlike Abraham, we are not 
ready for the revelation. 

What Christian has not felt moved to speak to a 
person, with whom he is in conversation, about the 
concerns of his soul? Everything has led up to what 
we call “the psychological moment.” But, instead of 
speaking as we should, we allow ourselves to stroll 
along other avenues of thought. The opportunity for 
soul winning passes; and the desire for some lesser 
thing takes possession of us. We return to our task 
with nothing but an appetite ; we might have come 
‘back with an inspiration. “The joy of catching a 
soul,” wrote Dr. J. H. Jowett, “is unspeakable! When 
we have got one soul we become possessed by the pas- 
sion for souls. Get one and you will want a crowd,” 

While the disciples had gone away into the city. to 
buy meat, the weary Saviour sat on Jacqb’s well 
talking to the woman of Samaria about the water of 
life. When she left to call the men, saying,. “Come, 
see a man, which told me all things ‘that ever I did: 
is not this the Christ?” the disciples, who had re- 
turned, “prayed him, saying, Master, eat.” But, to 
their astonishment, they found that he had no appe- 
tite in the physical sense. “He said unto them, I have 
meat to eat that ye know not of. Therefore said the 
disciples one to anéther, Hath any man brought him 

ought to eat? Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” 

What saddér example of appetite versus inspiration 


POS thee 








494 


is there to be found in Holy Writ than in the infatu- 
ation of Samson? “And she [Delilah] said, The Phil- 
istines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of 
his sleep, and said, 1 will go out as at other times be- 
fore, and shake myself. And he wist not that the 
‘Lord was departed from him. But the Philistines 
took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down 
to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he 
did grind in the prison house,” . 

To our Lord in the wilderness came the temptation 
to minister to appetite. It was an appetite that, un- 
der other circumstances, it would have been right and 
proper to satisfy, for it followed a prolonged fast of 
forty days. “And when the tempter came to him, he 
said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is 
written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

There are, doubtless, times in every Christian life 
when Satan uses legitimate appetite as a means of 
temptation. Perhaps Job knew “it, for he declares, 
“Neither have I gone back from the commandment 
of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth 
more than my necessary food.” : 

Prayer-meeting night is a test for many church 
members, A stroll through the advertisement -columns 
of entertainments easily creates an appetite for amuse- 
ment. But an hour at the prayer-meeting may bring 
inspiration that changes the whole course of one’s life. 

There is a striking instance in the New Testament 
of physical hunger ministering to inspiration. While 
the servants of Cornelius were on their way to Joppa, 
according to the command of an angel of God, “Peter,” 
for whom the men were coming, “went up upon the 
housetop to pray about the sixth hour: And he became 
very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they 
made ready, he fell into a trance.” Then came the 
strange vision of a sheet let down from Heaven, 
“wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the 
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls 
of the air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, 
Peter; kill, and eat.” The arrival of the men from 
Cornelius, and Peter’s return with them to Caesarea, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, led to an un- 
derstanding of the perplexing vision: salvation through 
faith in Christ is for Jew and Gentile alike, there is 
no difference. 

Peter’s appetite that day was certainly of God. But 
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he was prevented from satisfying it immediately by the 
meal not being ready, and the sudden trance. 

Apart from the main purpose of the narrative, there 
is a lesson most of us need to learn, .We can well 
imagine the impetuous Peter, but for the trance, in- 
terfering with the preparation of the meal, and snatch-’ 
ing a bite or two before the call to lunch. But where 
would have been the vision? With the satisfying of 
appetite he would have lost the medium of that special 
inspiration.. Whether we eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
we do, do we not need spiritual discernment in order 
to do all to the glory of God? 

Appetite is sometimes given for a higher purpose 
than its physical satisfaction. Doubtless, mariy an in- 
spiration is lost through uncontro.led appetite. A fast 
is sometimes more satisfying than a feast. Peter's 
hunger was God’s opportunity to reach his souf. 

A prayer-meeting may prove mo-e practical and 
profitable than a church supper. Wait is money where 
there is no vision? But where do you find peopie of 
real vision failing in sacrificial giving? . 

There are times when the reverse of the order rec- 
ommended is the way of inspiration, . General y, it is 
right to give first place in the morning to meditation in 
the Scriptures and prayer. We are to.d, however, in 
the biography of D. L. Moody, that, “Gne morning he 
arose somewhat earlier than was his custom, in order 
to study and prepare his address for the morning ses- 
sion of the Students’ Conference. He went to the win- 
dow and looked out to see if the indications were for 
a pleasant day. As he did so, he saw a student carry- 
ing a heavy valise. It was evident that the young man 
was on his way to the station to catch the early morn- 
ing train.” : 

“IT had started to read my Bible,” said Moody, in 
speaking of the matter afterward, “but somehow I 
couldn’t fasten my attention to the Book. I could see 
before me as I read that young man trudging along 
with that heavy valise. Perhaps he had given the 
quarter that it would cost him to ride to the station, in 
the collection taken up at my request the day previous. 
Yes; and he had nearly two miles to walk. Surely 
that box must be heavy! I couldn't stand it any Jonger. 
I went to the barn and hurriedly had my horse hitched 
up, overtook the young man, and carried him and his 
baggage to the station. When I returned to the house 
I had no further difficulty in fixing my attention on 
the subject I was studying.” 





Those “Lost Books of the Bible” 


Various magazines, both secular and religious, have 
been carrying the advertisement of a volume entitled 
“The Lost Books of the Bible.” People who are not 
familiar with the facts have naturally been inquiring 
as to the character of these so-called “lost books.” 
In its issue of June 19 The Sunday School Times pub- 
lished, in this department, a full statement of the facts, 
showing that the advertisement (which has never ap- 
peared in The Sunday School Times) was very mis- 
leading. The books in question are simply the Apoc- 
rypha of the New Testament, which have been well 
known and accessible during the Christian centuries. 
They have never been “lost,” nor have they recently 
been “discovered.” They are not inspired, and have 
never been a part of God’s Word. Some of the later 
advertising has omitted certain of the objectionable 
and misleading statements of the earlier advertisement, 
but it is still likely to*mislead the ordinary reader, as 
when it says that “no one can say today ... to what 
extent human frailty influenced the rejection of these 
books” from the Bible. Readers of The Sunday School 
Times will be interested. in a letter from Professor 
Ira M. Price, Ph.D., of the Department of Oriental 
Languages and Literatures in the University of Chi- 
cago, who writes as follows: 


Your editorial in The Sunday School Times of June 
19, on “What Are These Lost Books of the Bible?” 
especially attracted my attention, as I had had an in- 
quiry from a leading lawyer of Chicago regarding the 
same advertisement, 

In looking up the matter, I find in my library a book 
that appeared in 1820, entitled “The Apocryphal .New 
Testament, being all the Gospels, epistles, and other 
pieces now extant, attributed in the first four centuries 
to Jesus Christ, his apostles and their companions, and 
not included in the New Testament by its compilers. 
Translated from the original tongues, and now first col- 
lected into one volume. London: Printed for William 
Hone, Ludgate Hill; 1820.” 

The table of contents is identically the same as that 
of the work now being advertised, except the latter 
has inserted Nicodemus between “Christ and Abgarus,” 
and “The (Original) Apostles’ Creed,” and has changed 1 
ard 2 Corinthians into 1 Clement and 2 Clement, a very 
easy and natural change. 

I thought you might be interested in. the source of 
this scheme. 


The Sunday School Times, in the editorial to which 
Dr. Price refers, called attention to an edition of the 





Apocrypha that was published in rgor. It is still 
more interesting to know of this edition in his pos- 
session that appeared more than a century ago. Chris- 
tian people everywhere can rendér service by letting 
their friends know the real character of these books 
that never have been lost, and that never were part 
of the Bible. Professor Price’s own volume, “The An- 
cestry of the English Bible” ($2.50, plus 20 cents 
postage), first published by The Sunday School Times 
Company in 1906, and steadily in demand since its first 
appearance, is an invaluable record of the facts con- 
cerning the history and translations of the Scriptures 
into English, and is filled with just the sort of in- 
formation that will be welcomed by many, 


x 
The Christian’s Thought Life 


Will you please discuss the question of the Christian’s 
thought life, and how 2 Corinthians 10:5 may be ob- 
tained? (“Casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obe- 
dience of Christ.’?)—An English Reader, 


Victory in our thought life, like victory in every 
other point in the Christian’s life, is had wholly and 
only by faith. It must be preceded, of course, by full 
surrender to Christ. After having received Christ as 
Saviour, we are to present our bodies io him, a living 


sacrifice, yielding up our very beings to him (Rom.. 


12:1; 6:13). This means giving ourselves over, un- 
conditionally and forever, into God’s hands, for him 
to do with us whatever he will at any moment and 
every moment. We pass-out of our own keeping into 
his keeping forever. And he gladly accepts the re- 
sponsibility. 

Our victory over sin, any sin, and all sin, then comes 
by faith. Having given God the responsibility of our 
lives, we must believe that he is meeting his responsi- 
bility. Christ has taken us into himself; we have died 
unto sin, just as literally as that he died on Calvary, 
for we have his word for-it. It is no longer we that 
live, but Christ liveth in us. We shall do well to read, 
and reread, and pray as we réad, such wonderful state- 
ments of these facts as God gives us in his inviolable 
Word in Romans 6, Galatians 2:20, John 15, Philip- 
pians 1:21, and many other similar passages. As we 
now trust Christ to keep us free from the power of sin, 
not attempting to do this for ourselves by our own ef- 
forts or works, which is useless, but resting in his 
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faithfulness and omnipotence, we shall find that we are 
“tree indeed.” As we “look unto Jesus” we find him 
equal, and more than equal, to “bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 


ax 


Should the Unsaved Be Asked 
to “Give His Heart to God’? 


Is it an unscriptural phrase to ask a lost sinner to 
“give his heart to God”? One writer says it is, and 
adds, “God is giver.of a divine nature and eternal life” 
(2 Pet. 1:4). What of Proverbs 23 2:26? “My son, give 
me thine heart?’’—An English Reader. 


The only appeal that the Holy Spirit makes to tle 
unsaved, through His Word, is “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). 
“For God so loved the worid,; that he gave his only 
begoiten Son, that whosoever -beliegeth in him should 
not perish, but have.everlasting’ life”. (John 3:16). 
Or aga.n, as Paul declares in his Letter to the Ro- 
mans, “1f thou shalt: confess-with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus,.and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
ope him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Rom. 
10:9). 

in- o.her words, faith is the condition. of salvation. 
Men are saved, not by doing something for God, but 
by believing from the heart that God has done some- 
thing for them,— everything that is needed for their 
salvation. Of course,- this saving faith includes re- 
pentance. A lost sinner cannot “believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ” with saving faith while unrepentent for 
his sins. When the repentant sinner believes that the 
death and resurrection of Christ has accomplished his 
salvation, and receives Him as Saviour, he is made a 
son of God, being born again “not of:blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” 
(John 1:12, 13). Salvation consists wholly of God’s 
grace, his intervention and activity in our behalf. his 
“unspeakable gift” of Christ as our Saviour and Life. 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2: 8, 9). 

Many other Scripture passages could be quoted with 
the same message: God’s appeal to the unsaved to be- 
lieve, accept, receive. That is all the unsaved soul can 
do: let God do everything for him. For the unsaved 
soul, “dead in trespasses and sins’ (Eph. 2:1), can 
do nothing for God. 

But after one is saved, and has been given God’s 
own life, then indeed. he can do much for God, and 
God asks for much. The first thing God asks for is 
everything: the heart and life of the believer. This 
giving of the heart to God is an act of gratitude by 
the saved soul for what God has done. The great ap- 
peal for this is in Romans 12:1:° “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service.” This appeal, 
it will be noticed, is addressed not to the unsaved, but 
to “brethren,” or Christian believers; as the introduc- 
tion to Romans shows {1:6-8). It is introduced by 
“therefore”; because you have received God’s gift, 
therefore make the gift of yourself to him. “By the 
mercies of God,” because you have accepted his mercies 
in Christ: as Saviour, you are to “present your bodies 
a living sacrifice to him.” The same appeal is made 
in Romans 6:13, equally addressed to all believers: 
You are to “yield yourselves unto God, as those that 
are alive. from the dead.” Only the saved are alive 
from the dead. Neither of these appeals could be 
made to the unsaved. 

It is interesting to note that the passage quoted by 
the English inquirer from Proverbs 23:26, “My son, 
give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my 
ways,” is not addressed by God to mian, but is the word 
of a human father to his son. The proverbs in this 
book of divine wisdOm were written by Solomon, by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; therefore they con- 
tain God’s divine wisdom for our guidance. But many 
of these proverbs are writter’ from the standpoint of 
a believing, divinely inspired human father to his son, 
and give paternal advice just as a Christian father 
today would counsel his boy. So Solomon, or the 
father represented in the Proverbs as speaking, pleads 
over and over again with his son to listen to him, fo 
trust him, to give him his heart in confidence-and obe- 
dience. The passage is not God’s appeal to an unsaved 
sinner. 

The Scriptures, Old Testament and New, have a 
great deal to say about the heart of the believer. To 
Israel, God’s chosen and redeemed people, was addressed 
the word that comes equally to Christian believers to- 
day: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with’ all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all th 
might” (Deut. 6:5). But no one can do this unti 
after receiving from God, by faith in Christ, the new 
life. Having received God’s great gift, he is ther to 


_make a great gift to God. 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate thé 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 
show them to you, or.a descriptive list will be sent on 
request. 
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Arrested at the Brink of the Abyss— 


When for the first time I heard the simple Gospel 














By A. Antomarchi 
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SON and grandson of French officers, I was 
A destined from my birth for a military career. 

While stili young, I lost my mother, but as 
long as I remained under the family roof I was nur- 
tured in the fear of God. Surrounded by warm af- 
fection and by the piety of my Catholic family, I also 
made progress at school and was considered one of 
the best scholars in my class at the “Petit Lycée” 
in the south of France. 

Unhappity, my father, because of reverses, not being 
able any longer to superintend my education, was com- 
pelled to place me, at the age of eleven: years, in a 
great military college. This was a great loss to me. 
There we were handled rudely and with an absolute 
lack of all kindness and of the most elementary psy- 
chology. 

This unjust, yes, absurd, treatment to which we 
were subjected revolted my spirit and, influenced also 
by vicious comrades, all the good impressions of my 
early youth soon vanished. I lost all fear of God and 
also all taste for study and came to be a ‘religious 
mocker and the most undisciplined of my class. In 
my haste to be rid of my professors and of my studies, 
and in order to be free, instead of finishing my studies 
at the college despite the entreaties of my father I en- 
listed as a soldier “volontaire”’ for the army in Africa. 
There I passed five years in which my life might be 
depicted in four words: Without God — without hope. 

I had scarcely attained the age of twenty years, and 
yet even then life seemed to me insupportable. I re- 
garded the future with horror and was utterly dis- 
gusted with life. Of the Gospel, I can truly say I 
had not the faintest knowledge, all my religious in- 
Struction at the college having consisted in a vague 
catechism and obligatory attendance tpon the mass 
and at confession. Oh, what a tremendous respon- 
sibility a church takes upon herself which, by the pro- 
nouncements of certain of her Popes, forbids the read- 
ing of the Holy Book and then at another time rec- 
ommends the reading of the same, Book, but always 
taking good care ffot to put it into the hands of the 
faithful ! 


The Failure of Military Discipline 


On departing for the army I had hoped to find for- 
getfulness in war and in glory. Alas! There I. found 
only a pulverizing discipline, necessary no doubt, but 
which produced in me only revolt and hatred. I met 
in the army men of noble aspirations which had: been 
in many cases extinguished by selfishness and immor- 
ality. But have I any right to judge these others, I 
who was no better than they? 

Having a passionate and violent temperament and 
being. entirely incapable of governing my tempers and 
desires, I would be afterward ashamed of myself when 
confronted by my outraged conscience. And I would 
say to myself, “If in the army I cannot find the satis- 
faction for which I search, what can I- hope for in 
civil life? And what use is it to live, if life holds 
only complaining, despising oneself and despising 
others? Would it not be better to have finished with 
it all at once?” I hailed death as my only hope. 

. Having now finished my five years of voluntary en- 
listment, I quit my regiment, refusing to stay .on in 
the capacity of non-commissioned officer and, being 
fully decided on suicide, I came to Paris. But there, 
in the feverish, stimulating air of the great capital I 
felt a new impulse to live. Armed with letters of 
recommendation from my army chiefs and from friends 
of my father, I presented myself at offices of insurance 
companies and at railway offices, seeking employment. 
I received here definite promises of acceptance and, as 
I waited for a place to be ready for me, I passed en- 
tire days in the great library of Ste. Genéviéve, seek- 
ing out, naturally, the authors that agreed with my 
state of mind, ¢. e., Voltaire, Chamfort, and Schopen- 
hauer. This last-named dealt the final blow at my 
new determination to live. The pessimism, the con- 
tempt and disgust toward the world that this famous 
German philosopher proclaimed in his theories found 
a terrible echo in my own heart. 

There is a pessimistic school of thought which is 
nothing in reality but a speculation of mind,—a the- 
ory. The despair which it teaches is only an exterior 
attitude, artificial and hypocritical,—a despising of 
life which may yet be accompanied by a great thirst 
for enjoyment. Such was the pessimism of Schopen- 
hauer. But on the other hand, some poor student, 
poisoned by his doctrines, would take the road to 
suicide while his teacher would be tossing off his 
champagne and reveling in the pleasures of life. 

Denying progress, denying the existence of happi- 
ness, preaching a religion of sadness and of nothing- 
ness, Schopenhauer was the destroyer of my last re- 
maining illusions. He put, literally, the death-dealing 
weapon in my hand. I was far from thinking that 


This remarkable personal testimony to God’s 
saving grace comes from a member of the family 
of the physician who attended Napolean Bona- 
parte during his last illness. He is one of the 
valued workers and leaders of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission, and he has written the amazing story 
of his conversion at the request of the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times who came to know 
him in Belgium last simmer. 
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stirring testimony, you may do so through Ten 
Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions at 25 cents 
each. Please mention “Arrested at the Brink of 
the Abyss,” and mail such subscriptions at once 
to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
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these theories of a “Gospel of Death’ would prepare 
me mysteriously (albeit a negative preparation) to re- 
ceive latér the “Gospel of Life.” 

‘Schopenhauer is for the worldling what the Book 
of Ecclesiastes is for the believer. But the sadness 
of the former’s teaching is a sadness that engenders 
despair. It is the “sorrow of the world’ of which 
Paul speaks that “worketh death.” I was soon to 
know another sort of sorrow —that which passing by 
the experience of the author of the Ecclesiastes should 
find’in the Gospel of Jesus that “godly sorrow” which 
leadeth unto repentance. .I acknowledge, therefore, as 
a friend, formidable, unknown, but of smiling visage, 
the end of existence — death! : 

It is true that my Philosopher called suicide an act 
of cowardice. “How. umreasonable,” I said to myself. 
“Does his doctrine afford one any other alternative?” 
And I concluded, “It is doubtless because he personally 
had too great a fear of death and perhaps found in life 


-too many binding ties.’ More and’ more the thought 


of suicide became an obsession with me. “I will be- 
take myself to a’ strange land,—to Brussels, for ex- 
ample. No one there will recognize me, and thus 
there will be no scandal for my family.” 

Therefore I made final disposition of my belongings 
and had the cruel thoughtlessness to inform my father, 
as well as other relatives, of my fatal resolution. I 
so despised life and was so convinced that it was not 
worth the value that most attached to it, that I an- 
nounced my suicide to my family in terms and giving 
reasons that I felt would to them seem perfectly rea- 
sonable, so great. was my aberration. “As to God,” 
thought I, “if he exists at all he is utterly ignorant of 
all that can arrive to men here upon the earth.” 

Perhaps also, in writing these letters I was obeying 
a secret impulse to burn all bridges behind me, as also 
I destroyed ‘important papers, among them my mili- 
tary documents, Ah, when I think —after a lapse of 
more than thirty-three years —of that departure from 
the North Station at Paris, lost in the crowd of busy 
travelers; myself, whose one business in traveling..was 
to facilitate: my taking my life; and the day itself a 
spring day of beautiful sunlight —it was the 2nd of 
March, 1892— when I think of my arrival at Brussels, 
an unknown city to me, I experience again as though 
it were but yesterday, an inexpressible feeling of sad- 
ness. I drew upon all my reserve of courage and 
strength in order.to hasten the end. As mode of death 


‘I had chosen that of Seneca who opened his veins at 


his bath,—he who, like myself, was tired of living. 
“Tt is the mode of the’ most calm and the most sure,” I 
thought to myself. 


My First Encounter With the Salvation Army 

All I chad on my person beside the little knife bought 
on the Boulevard: St. Michel in Paris, and a little sil- 
ver, was my inseparable companion, the book of 
Schopenhauer, “Le Monde Comme Volonté.’ Having 
taken my room at a hotel, I entered a cafe and had 
supper. Shortly after entering the cafe, two young 
men clad in a strange sort of uniform entered and 
made the rounds of the room offering for sale their 
journals. When they came to me I refused to buy; 
but my curiosity was aroused and I asked my neighbor, 
“What are these men?” “Oh, it is the Salvation 
Army,” he answered me, with a sneer. I thought no 
more of the incident. 

The next morning, my affairs all settled, I entered 
the Public Baths on the Boulevard Anspach, not far 
from the “Bourse.” “At last,” I said to myself, “I 
am at the end of my voyage.” But at the last mo- 
ment, with the knife in my hand, when I was about 
to make the fatal incision, having covered my bathtub 
with a large bath towel, that I might not be too much 
moved at the sight of the blood,—I was seized sud- 
denly by an inexpressible horror at the thought of what 
I was: about to do, and my courage completely left me. 





My purpose to die, my precious philosophy in which 
I had placed all confidence, my conviction that after 
this. life all would be finished, and well finished, — 
that there was nothing beyond, —all these things sud- 
denly, without warning, fell to the ground. A horrible 
anguish of spirit seized me and for a long moment I 
was as if paralyzed, my body wholly inert, while my 
mind passed through a time of mortal agony. In- 
stinctively I turned on the cold water and plunged my 
head under its cooling streams to reanimate my fail- 
ing senses. 

I dressed automatically and again found myself in 
the street, but here I was seized by a great sense of 
shame at my cowardice, disgusted completely with my- 
self. To myself I again posed the question: “To be, 
or not to be?” “To be?” My papers were all de- 
stroyed, my letters written; I would be a subject of 
ridicule. “No, it ‘was not possible.” I must buy a 
revolver. One pulls the trigger and all is over. So 
I set off in quest of a vender of weapons, following 
the Boulevard which led toward the North Station, 
but not knowing whither my steps were tending. I 
crossed an avenue lined with trees, when my attention 
was drawn to a large sign attached to a balcony which 
bore these words in large letters, SALVATION Army. 

I remembered again the two young men whom I had 
seen the night before in the cafe, so I approached the 
sign, wishing to know more about this mysterious Sal- 
vation Army which twice had projected itself across 
my route. At the windows of the ground floor of the 
house were exposed papers, tracts, and photographs. 
At the door an officer was announcing a meeting to 
take place that evening. A glance at their journal 
told me that I was in the presence of some kind of 
religious organization. “Shall I go to that meeting? 
What good would it do?” I added to myself, for I 
was firmly convinced that all religions were the same, 
—systems meant to play upon the credulity of the 
human race. I continued .therefore my sad promenade 


across the streets of the city and presently I thought 


no more of the Salvation Army. On the other hand, 
the thought of suicide once more took strong hold 
on me. 


Irresistibly Drawn to the Gospel Hall 


When, however, half past seven struck, the though 
of the meeting returned to me with force. A secret 
voice called me. I was rather far from the Boulevard 
Beaudoin, but after a moment’s hesitation I directed 
my steps thither without more delay. To my surprise 
the door was closed, for I thought I had _ heard. it 
Strike eight o’clock, and my watch said exactly eight 
o’clock. Somewhat upset, all the more that it was cold 
and I did not fancy waiting outside, I turned around, 
deciding to go to the theater, there to pass my last 
evening on earth. I had not gone three hundred steps 
when, Jifting my eyes, I perceived a clock at the cor- 
ner of the Boulevard which read just two minutes 
after eight o’clock. I stopped short and reflected: “If 
the door was closed a few moments ago it was only 
because it was not yet eight o’clock.” A power, mys- 
terious and irresistible, sent me back again before the 
hall. It was open! I entered. On the white walls 
were painted several religious texts — “Gop Is Love,” 
“Cease To Do Evi,” “Gop Seeks You.” 

“Gop. Gop. It is a long time that I have searched 
for him,” I murmured to myself, “but I have never 
been able to find him.” And my head dropped between 
my hands. 

The meeting soon began by singing, but I could not 
fathom the meaning of the words they sang. There 
were very few people in the hall. The rhythm of the 
songs, the vim with which the people sang, impressed 
me unfavorably. “If these people,” I said to myself, 
“had the least idea of the sadness of the world, they 
would not be able to be so gay.” 

One of the two ladies who had charge of the meet- 
ing at last arose and from a book read the parable of 
the Prodigal Son. From the very first words I found 
an extraordinary turmoil begin to take place within me; 
an emotion hitherto unknown completely possessed me. 
It was like a peal of thunder in my soul. Oh, to hide 
my face, where the tears were flowing, — tears which 
I could no longer control! I hid my face in my arms. 
And the words of this immortal story of the Prodigal 
Son continued to beat upon the door of my heart with 
sledge-hammer blows. On went the refrain, wave upon 
wave: “He took his journey into a far country... 
arid he sent him into his fields to feed swine. . . .. And 
when he came to himself . .. and will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee 
... his father . . . had compassion.” ? 

For the first time in my life I heard the simple Gos- 
pel.. I heard God and Christ spoken of in a language 
whose simplicity touched my. heart, holding it as in a 
vice. There were no beautiful well-rounded phrases, 
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no refinement of expression, which, had there been, 
might have only aroused and revived my instincts of 
skepticism. And this Gospel told me that the Father 
was so happy over the return of his son that instead 
of punishing him he provided for him a_ banquet. 
“And,” added the speaker, “we have in Heaven a 
Father, who loves to pardon all his children if only 
they will return to him. Is there not some one here 
now in this hall who finds himself in the place of this 
prodigal son and who wishes to return to his Father ?” 
I did not dare lift my head for fear that the speaker, 
who seemed to know all about my past, might be look- 
ig at me, and I did not want those about me to see 
 f tears. I wiped them away secretly —these tears 
of remorse. 

At the close of the address there was a prayer. 
Hardly realizing what I was doing, I also fell on my 
knees. There I could weep unrestrainedly. How- 
ever, I did not pray all the time. My thoughts traveled 
ver my condition, for my eyes were beginning to be 
opened as to the state of my heart. Conviction of sin 
overwhelmed me. “But my sin,” I asked myself, “have 
I indeed committed it against my earthly father or 
against God?” 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be ‘glad te reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


' Dear Mother Ruth: Your advice to girls I enjoy. Would 
‘like your advice on this subject, which is hard for myself 
and husband to decide. Our church holds euchre drives 
and for funds in aid of a new parish hall. Our 
‘pastor thinks it all right to do those things and show the 
‘world that we can partake of these things and be Chris- 
tian. In conversation with him he denies a great part of 
the Old Testament, but not in the pulpit. Will God con- 
demn us for supporting him? Should we stay in the church 
‘and use our influence against those things or withdraw 
entirely? Trusting you will help me in this—FROM ONE 
WHO WANTS TO DO THE LORD’S WILL. 


EAR SISTER: I heard of a man who went to 

his pastor the other day, and gave him the. out- 
side cover of his Bible, saying, “This is all you have 
left to me of the Word of God.” He had destroyed 
all the wonderful truths of that sacred Book, and 
had the audacity to go on preaching. I wish I could 
answer your question for you as God would answer 
it for you, but why should I, when you have the ear 
of God as I have? I. can see where there would be 
places when it would be wiser for a person to leave 
the church, and then again it would seem that they 
would be running away from the opportunity of put- 
ting on the whole armour of God, and having done so, 
‘standing for the faith. Read Ephesians 6 from the 
tenth verse to the end of the chapter. Wait on the 
Lord with a persistency that will bring you a really clear 
answer, and an enlightenment that will leave no doubt 
in your mind of God’s will concerning your staying or 
going. Of course you would not take any part in the 
parties for dancing or card playing, for that would 
bring condemnation upon you, and you could not stand 
for the highest and best things in the Christian life. 
Use your influence at all.times against the evil one and 
his works, and having done all stand! May I empha- 
size what I have said many times? Make this an op- 
portunity in your own life to receive direct from God 
a clear understanding of His will, that you will have 
sore to testify by your life as to the “life that is hid 
within” | 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am very much interested and helped 
by the questions and answers in your department of The 
Sunday School Times. May I ask your help, too? I have 
been taught that it is wrong for Christians to play cards 
and dance. At the present time the majority of people do 
these things at social gatherings. One doesn’t like to 
always remain at home; neither is it pleasant to attend 
these social gatherings and sit and watch the others playing 

and dancing. What would you advise?—AN IN- 
QUIRER. 


EAR “INQUIRER”: Strange that some should 

weigh the follies of sin and look on the things 
that are born of the evil one, and desire them, and re- 
gret the pleasure denied them! The soul that is truly 
the Lord’s does not want the carnal food given out 
by the world. They do not want to follow the flesh 
but want to walk after the Spirit. I think the hard- 
est life for one to live is the half-hearted one that is 
trying to fulfill the expectation of the Christian, and 
at the same time lusting after the things that are not 
of God. It is not a question of what one likes and 
does not like, if we are truly in the Spirit, but as Jesus 
said in John 4:34, “My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me.” Get in earnest about your Saviour and 
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give him your life and heart, so that you will not want 
the things of the world, and get in such vital relation- 
ship with him that you will not long for the “flesh 
pots of Egypt’! Cards and daricing belong to ‘the 
enemy who is fighting to retain you in his ranks, and 
all the time the dear Lord is brooding over you and 
wooing you to himself, that he might give you the best 
things of life! Better not go where the things are done 
that separate you from your desires heavenward, and 
better be “separated” if by so doing you can honor the 
Lord, and can shed an influence for holiness and right- 
eousness! Get in earnest to serve God with your whole 
heart, and have such things put away from even your 
thoughts, so that you will be a marked Christian, going 
all the way with him! Love him so that it will be a 
joy to renounce every suggestion of evil, and let it 
be known with no uncertain sound that you are not a 
Christian in name only, but that you are a follower of 
the “meek and lowly Jesus”! Cards are the attraction 
of the gambling holes of every city, and the downfall of 
many. Get to hate the works of the Devil, and to 
love the works of righteousness, and you won't sit and 
waste your time, even looking on the works of evil. 
My dear, get close to God, and let him whisper his 
love in your ear, and you will delight yourself in him! 
Spurn the works of the evil one! Read Romans 12: 
I, 2 and Romans 8, 





‘ My dear Mother Ruth: Please offer mea column in The 
Sunday School Times for this letter. I enjoy your answers 
to young people immensely and therefore think you can give 
me advice. 

Do you think it would be wrong for a young Christian 
girl to dance at school parties and also at other dances 
that I would be attending with my parents? This ques- 
tion has perhaps been asked you many times, but I would 
like an answer to it for my own special benefit. Sad to 
say, my parents do not understand the love of God; neither 
they nor my older sister know him as their Saviour. They 
are anxious that I should dance, but I have not been “‘com- 
pelled” to do so since I was converted. Of course, if I do 
dance, different things will have to be taken into consid- 
eration. Do you think that if I partook of this enjoy- 
ment it would be contrary to 1 John 2:15? Perhaps if I 
had some dear Christian friends I would not be bothered 
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so much by this question. I feel it my duty to attend 
these’ school parties, so as to’ show some class spirit. 

. Oh, may God. marvelously bless you, Mother Ruth, and 
‘give..you light upon this question, so you can answer it 
for me. I will try to follow the advice through His strength. 
-—“A TROUBLED LITTLE ONE.” 


EAR “TROUBLED ONE”: I have written many 

letters about dancing in these columns. . But :I 
think it is well to write again, for the simple reason 
there are so many who are concerned about it, and be- 
cause Satan is continually trying to smooth over this 
work of his and call it harmless. 

God has spoken to you in the verse that you have 
quoted. He is calling upon you to take a stand for 
him against the world, and prove to your parents your 
love for him, I am so glad they do not try to com- 
pel you to dance, and I hope you will be so “strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might” that you will 
be able to say “no” to every dance. Add verses 16 
and 17 to the reading of 1 John 2:15. Then turn to 
the seventheenth chapter of John, and see how Jesus 
prayed for you ere he left this earth, He wanted that 
you ‘should be kept. Read verses 9, 10, 11, and see if 
you want to take yourself out of his hands? No, my 
dear child, you are his, bought with a price that can- 
not be estimated, and you do not want to separate 
yourself from that Saviour who died for you. Read 
on, and see what he says in verses 15, 16, 17. Now 
do you want to go with the world? Show your colors, 
and be a real Christian, and let the world know you 
will not be a partaker of the lust of the world. “Keep 
thyself pure,” and have your mind on the things that 
will intensify all that is holy and like your Saviour. 
You cannot serve God and the world! For either you 
will hold to the one or the other, but God will not share 
your affections with those things that are of the Devil. 

I want you to send to the Book Stall, 115 Fulton 
Street, New York, for a booklet called “Should a 
Christian Dance?” by the Rev. Harry O. Anderson, 
price ten cents. I think you will find something worth 
while in its pages which will help you to decide for- 
ever to denounce this work of the evil one. God help 
you to be firm and true to all that will make you what 
Christ would have you be. 
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Why mere religious education is not 
only insufficient but dangerous 








Higher Education and Teacher-Training 
By the late Charles A. Blanchard,A.B.,D.D. 














** He was literally one college president in a thousand to keep a straight course without deviating from the evident 
truth of the historical Christian faith.’’ This is the tribute paid by the present president of Wheaton College to 
the late Dr. Blanchard, its president from 1882 until his death in 1925. His achievement in preserving for 
Wheaton its high place as an accredited college, and at the same time holding it true to Christian standards of 
faith and practice enabled him to speak with authority before the DuPage Sunday School Assaciation at Naper- 
ville, Illinois, October 3, 1925, on the relation of higher education to the work of the Sunday-school. Dr. - 
Blanchard sent this address to The Sunday School Times a few weeks before his death, and the Times is glad 

to pass it on to its readers, many of whom knew and loved him. 


time is the Sunday-school. Already it comprises 

millions of pupils and hundreds of. thousands 
of teachers. It is obvious that such an institution 
must be of vast influence and an object of thought 
and care to all Christian people. Though one of the 
great educational institutions of our time, it is not the 
only one. Kindergartens, grade schools, high schools, 
colleges, universities, and professional schools, —all 
are in the goodly company of men and women devoted 
to public instruction, 

What is the relation of higher education, by which 
is intended college and university training, to the work 
of the Sunday-school? Frequently persons who have 
not thought as carefully as they should speak of 
Christian training as something apart from educational 
life. A little reflection will prevent one from making 
such a blunder. 

Consider for a moment the work of the apostle 
Paul. He was born a Roman citizen, and was edu- 
cated in Greek literature, Roman law, and Jewish 
theology. When: he stood on Mars’ Hill, he quoted 
from a Greek poet; when he wanted to do so, he ap- 
pealed to the Roman law; when he was in Jerusalem 
he showed that he was familiar with the Jewish 
Scriptures, which are the foundation of the Christian 
Church, 

It is nearly two thousand years since he died for 
his faithh He was one of a group of splendid men 
to whom we are indebted for the Christian civiliza- 
tion which we enjoy. We have no reason to suppose 
that he was a better character of man with a more 
determined purpose than his brother apostles, yet the 
Book of Acts is largely devoted to his work, and out 
of twenty-one epistles fourteen of them are assigned 
to him, if we allow Hebrews to have been his work. 

How are we to account for the fact that, with 
twelve apostles and hundreds of believers, so large a 
portion of the foundation work of the Christian 
church should have been done by one man? It is per- 


Oe of the great educational institutions of our 


fectly easy to understand. He was intellectually 
superior to all the rest; not spiritually superior, but 
intellectually superior, and while God does not need 
our poor gifts, he is willing and disposed to use them. 
Wherever he has opportunity, he does use them. Two 
thousand years have passed, yet millions of people 
are busy with his words and works. It is a great 
marvel. This is not a peculiar case. 

Let us go back fifteen hundred years before Paul, 
and we have another of the world’s mighty men. His 
name was Moses. He became the lawgiver of the 
world. There is not a civilized country anywhere 
today whose statutes do not go back to Moses. Moses 
was forty years trained in the wisdom of. the 
ae when Egypt gave law to the intellectual 
world, 

He was brought up im his early childhood in a 
Hebrew home. It was evident beyond any questiori 
that he was familiar with the teachings which now for 
so many hundreds of years have borne his name. 
With this magnificent intellectual preparation, he had 
forty years for meditation. All students know that 
one of the terrible lacks of our time is this oppor- 
tunity for meditation. How is one to appropriate the 
opportunities for learning which he enjoys if he has 
no time for serious thought? I think there is no 
question but that in our own day lack of meditation 
is one of the fatal things for those who ought to be 
students. The Higher Critics, who are destroying 
the faith of Christians throughout the world as far 
as they can, are generally men who have read a great 
deal but have never thought seriously at all. 

Moses had forty years for study and forty years 
for meditation, and evidently he improved the time. 
This is a wonderful record for this brother of ours, 
and it is not strange that along with Paul he became 
one of the world’s greatest characters. 

Out of the many other names that might be sug- 
gested I take that of Martin Luther. He was a 
German in the old days when the Germans believed 
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the Bible to be the Word of God.. I do not mean to 
intimate that none of them. now are loyal to the Word, 
but many of them are not. I am not thinking at the 
present time of Martin Luther as a humble and devout 
Christian. He was really converted, and that was the 
spiritual foundation for his life work, but in addition to 
that he was a great student, and as a great student 
he wrote himself into the history of the whole world. 

His German Bible created the German language, 
just as Wycliffe’s English Bible created the English 
language.” It is one of the marvels of human history 
that wonderful things spring from the Word of God. 

Consider these three men: Moses, Paul, and Luther. 
Of course, we might go on. Knox was trained in the 
University of St. Andrews, Wesley was trained in the 
University of Oxford, Wycliffe in the same university. 

Harvard in the early days was a center of intel- 
lectual life, but it was also a center of aggressive 
spiritual activity. One of the ministers of George III 
said to him, “If you do not close Harvard College, 
you will lose the American colonies. Every graduate 
of Harvard is a preacher of sedition.” He meant that 
every graduate of Harvard believed in the rights of 
the common people, and was ready to fight for them. 
This has been the history of liberty throughout the 
world. : 

I am thinking with you a little while today on the 
relation of higher education to teacher-training. We 
have at the present time some persons who are insist- 
ing that we ought to employ teachers for our Sun- 
day-schools.. We are told that the average Sunday- 
school teacher is so ignorant that he should be in- 
structed, and that there is need for this kind of cul- 
ture. We must admit, however, that the teacher- 
training that such an organization as the religious 
education associations want is not Christian training at 
all, and so far as it reaches our Sunday-schools, it will 
cripple them both spiritually and intellectually. 

I myself tried to get the chairman of a religious 
education meeting to use the word Christian in place 
of the word religious, but he insisted that the word 
religious was the proper word, so we have at the pres- 
ent time men wishing to train the Sunday-schools of 
our country who are not willing to say Christian, but 
wish to say religious. So far as they are fairly in- 
telligent, they know that religious education might 
mean Mohammedanism or Buddhism or Mormonism 
or Spiritism, and they ought to know what these re- 
ligions are doing for the world. I think in general 
they do not know, but whether they do or not, they 
should. How are these teachers to secure the religtous 
training without which they will never be spiritual 


swecessors of Moses, Paul, or Luther? Evidently they | 


cannot secure it in schools of higher education which 


"are not in themselves distinctly Christian. Religious 


education which is not Christian education is pagan 
education, whether it is secured in Chicago, in Con- 
stantinople, or in India. ; i 

I, therefore, make my protest against ignorance on 
the part of Sunday-school teachers. I make a stronger 
protest against unchristian teachers and _ therefore 
against institutions of higher learning which are not 
distinctly Christian in character. A university in this 
part of the world which is not Christian but simply 
religious can do infinite damage to our Sunday-schools. 
Our associations ought to protest first, last, and always 
against the infidelity Zhd atheism which masquerade 
under the title of religious learning. It is a curse to 
the world. It has already done infinite damage. If 
the Christian people of our country do not protest 
against it and secure its discontinuance, it will do 
yet more and greater damage. 

Wueaton, It. 

we 


Starting With Snap 


Using Rally Day to win and hold new members in your 
Sunday-school 


By A. L. Millet 


VERYBODY likes to start things — sometimes too 
many things. And all like to see things start 
with a hum. Of course it is realized that a big. boom 
is not the whole of the show, and that interest must 
be sustained or the enterprise will fall flat. But much 
dependence, sometimes too much, is placed on a stirring 
start. The idea has been so prevalent and persistent 
that it has become embodied in the old saying, “Well 
begun is half done.” Nevertheless, there are two 
good reasons why affairs should begin with vim.» One 
concerns the“promoters, and the other, those whom 
it is desired to influence. 

In reference to the sponsors of a movement, the fine 
flourish of the opening is an incentive to carry on to 
the end, with an earnestness and helpfulness worthy 
of the beginning. If a high standard is not set at the 
start, it is less likely that the ensuing endeavors will 
rise above mediocrity. For instance, an impressive 
opportunity is lost if Rally Day is not given appropri- 
ate prominence as an occasion of gathering in and 
welcoming strangers, recementing old relations, gird- 
ing up for renewed efforts, and tying up loose ends 
in general. It may be said truly that these things 
should be a constant objective. But they are not likely 
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tobe as well achieved without the impetus of a rousing 
Rally Day. We do not deny that persons should be 
good citizens the year around, but most probably agree 
that many are more patriotic through the inspiration 
of July Fourth. 

The Sunday-school wants and constantly needs new 
recruits, and Rally Day is one of. the best times to 
gather them in. It should be celebrated with the 
greatest possible number of strangers present in the 
classes. Because this is only the beginning for them, 
it is important that the school exercises and the class 
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discussion should come off with a vim and snap. It 
is their introduction and time of first impressions. 
They are apt to look on with a rather critical scrutiny, 
Also it is a chance for the school and class to exhibit 
what they have to give strangers in exchange for their 
presence and loyalty. If they are impressed and. in- 
terested, they probably will come again. But if there 
is nothing to inspire them with appreciation and a de- 
sire for more, they hardly will be likely to consider it 
worth while. 
GLENOLDEN, Pa. 








Big little sentinels that open up 
-mysteries in-the Word 








Significant Bible “Buts” 
By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 











HAT a world of meaning and of history 
sometimes lodges ina wee word!. For- instance, 
that vigorous little “but” for which we have 
been giving thanks.in our Bible class here in.Baitimore 
these past two Lord’s days, —either adverb, conjunc- 
tion, or preposition, or the last two at one and the 
same time, e 

I clearly recall the grammatical puzzle propounde 
to us youngsters in our early teens by our old Scotch 
schoolmaster, Dr. John . Faires of Philadelphia, 
back in the eighteen seventies, in connection with Mrs. 
Hemans’ lines in Casabianca, so long congenial in its 
sentimentality and thrilling enactments to otir budding 
orators,— “The boy stood on the burning deck” —I 
omit an undignified rendition of our own — “Whenee 
all but he had fled.” The vital scholastic problem 
was should it be “all but he” or “all but him had fled.” 
Is the “but” a simple conjunction or a preposition with 
an accusative? 

A fuil understanding of our flexible “but,’’ methinks, 
might be the despair of any foreigner. Does it not, on 
reflection, also serve to remind us of the impossibility 
of our own taking up in adult life say such a language 
as Chinese with vast repertoire of little words varied 
by multitudinous inflections, in the hope of using it 
fluently like an educated native? There are twenty- 
nine different words in Hebrew and in Greek rendered 
“but” in our English Bible! And further to illustrate 
its. ubiquitous importance, just one of these twenty- 
nine, spelled dé, occurs in the New Testament some 
twenty-seven hundred times. 

The particular “but” I have in mind is an adversative 
conjunction; that is, it ushers in a statement to the 
contrary, to oppose or to offset, as it were, some natu- 
ral conclusion, to appear for the defense in rebuttal, al- 
though the “butt” in that last word means to push, 
and is of a different origin. Our “but” is a sort of 
ancient opponent of “and,” — “and” making for addi- 
tion, “but” for subtraction or division. 

The “buts” in the Bible are often of special import- 
ance, and when thus significant are apt to stand up 
boldly assertive at the beginning of a verse with a 
capital B. For example, in Hebrews, chapter 2, where 
we begin to be in distress over the exception noted that 
all things are not yet subjected to man as promised 
in Psalm 8, we quickly find relief in “but we see Jesus,” 
as he passes to his death, glorified in humiliation, pour- 
ing out the wonderful declarations rolled in upon us, 
“but” indeed acting as a sort of sentinel to open up 
the mysteries of the whole book. So again, farther 
on in chapter 9, we learn that the law is only a cove- 
nant of shadows or pictures, and “but Christ” appears 
as a high priest of good things to come by a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle. 

Now turn back to Acts to notice quickly the sprin- 
klings of “ands” with their several regulative “buts” 
in chapters 8 and 9 as a sort of introductory, and then 
over to our particular “but” in chapter 12 where old 
Satan and Herod and the whole Sanhedrin clearly in- 
tend to wipe out this new Way by extensive murder 
justifying our Lord’s declaration, “Ye are of your 
father the devil, , . . He was a murderer from the 
beginning.” Let us recall the threatened extermination 
of the early Church. Herod Agrippa the first, grand- 
son of the iniquitous and ferocious Herod who slew 
the Bethlehem babes, takes James, John’s brother, and 
slays him with a sword, and then seeing it pleases the 
Jews proceeds to take Peter and put him in prison 
expecting to slay him, too, after Easter. To make 
sure of his victim, Herod assigns sixteen soldiers, in 
four shifts, to watch him—two chained to him in his 
cell, one outside the door, and another at the door 
beyond. What could be more effective? At last the 
time was at hand for the dread act; it seemed utterly 
impossible to prevent it, and humanly finpossible it 
was, “but prayer was made without ceasing of the 
church unto God for him.” As so often, when earthly 
expectations are almost shattered and when hope is 
about to fly out the casement, chains and doors and 
prison gates and soldiers gave up‘their prisoner, Peter 
was roused, and binding chains fell off without waking 
the sleepers, and adjusting his raiment, the doors 
opened and he walked into the city unseen by his 
blood-thirsty enemies who well knew their lives would 
be the forfeit for his if he escaped. 
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Ah, what a splendid.“but” ‘that, all-from the butting 
in of the gentlest, most -unobtrusive, and, in the eyes 
of the world then as now, useless exercise, the in- 
tensely earnest prayers of a little assembly of enthu- 
siasts with no political. power, with no weapons, and 
generally speaking, of no account in the affairs of-men, 
without influence other than their constant heartfelt 
petitions flowing up to him who, seated upon his throne 
in heaven, in spite of all appearances to the contrary, 
ever works his will and carries through his purposes 
not alone in spite of, but, as he wills, through hostile 
men. There. is a bunch of interesting little “buts” 
down below the middle of the chapter grouped around 
a joyous event, when the maiden named Rhoda became 
so thrilled with excitement when she. heard Peter’s 
voice at the gate that she left him knocking while 
she rushed back to announce the great event, probably 
crying, “Peter has come, our prayers are answered!” 
“But” naturally anxious to get in among the disciples 
and puzzled over Rhoda’s delay, Peter continues knock- 
ing. At last he reaches them, like his Master once, 
not a spirit as they thought but flesh and blood, and 
how utterly astonished they are at the wonderful an- 
swer to their prayers. “But” Peter soon recounts 
the Father’s infmite mercies in sending his angel to 
deliver a servant who yet has work to do. No, Satan 
could not then and Satan cannot now do one unexpected 
thing for which our Father. is unprepared, nor can 
he effect the removal of one of the least of our 
Father’s servants until our Father plans in his own 
fullness of time to call him up to glory. 

And now for the last “but” in this splendid chap- 
ter, antithesis as it is to the seventh and the sacrifice 
of Stephen. There was something inexplicably mys- 
terious: and uncanny and utterly humiliating about that 
rescue of the insignificant Galilean fisherman frem his 
prison, so attempting to save his face by putting the 
quaternion to death, Herod seeks surcease from his 
nagging uneasiness by shifting to the Roman seat of 
government down at Caesarea on the coast. But he 
was there, too, who removeth kings and setteth up 
kings and knoweth what is in the darkness, and the 
light dwelleth with him, who doeth according to his 
will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants 
of the earth, and none can stay his hand nor say unto 
him, “What doest thou?” Even he had determined 
that Herod had been tested to the utmost and found 
wanting and must render to him an account of his evil 
life. So shortly at Caesarea Herod came forth to de- 
liver a set oration in the early morning attired in a 
gorgeous suit of metal, reflecting the rosy rays of the 
rising sun and dazzling his hearers, and the fickle 
fawning Jews shouted, “It is the voice of a god and 
not of a man,” and Herod accepted the homage. The 
next verse begins “And,” that is to say, it was the 
simple natural added sequence that this world’s god 
at once fell sick and was eaten up of worms and 
promptly rendered up his spirit in a disgusting humil- 
iating death, fit exponent of all man-made gods and 
of all man-ology dishonoring God. 

At last, all is over, —all the truculent opposition of 
the world, ‘all the heart-rending anxiety of the dis- 
ciples; the storm has passed, the turmoil ceases. Now 
comes the requiem of joy and peace heralded by our 
big saving adversative friend, “but.” Let the words 
be written indelibly in our hearts as in the consumma- 
tion of the age they will be emblazoned in the heavens 
and on earth, “But the word of God grew and  mul- 
tiplied.” 

And so must that Word which is one with Christ 
himself, ever triumph when disciples are united and 
when they give our Father no peace with their earnest 
crying (see Jonah 3:8, the same word, ektenos, in the 
Septuagint), for it ever remains true, “Greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the world.” 

BALTIMORE. 


The above word ‘study is evidence of the painstaking 
thoroughness which characterizes everything Dr. Keily 
does. His new booklet, “How I Study My Bible,” 
is helpful in suggesting other valuable ways of study- 
ing God’s Word, and may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, at 25 cents a 
copy, or $2.50 per dozen, plus 10 percent for postage. 
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‘LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 12. GIFTS FOR THE TABERNACLE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 35 : 4 to 36:7. ; 
Golden Text.—Honor Jehovah with thy substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine increase.— Prov, 3 : 9. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
The wise may bring their learning, 
The rich may bring their gold, 
And some may bring their greatness 
And glories new and old. 


We, too, would bring our treasures 
To offer to the King; 

We have no wealth or wisdom, — 
What shall we children bring? 


We'll bring him hearts that love him, 
We'll bring him thankful praise, 
And young souls meekly striving, 
To walk in holy ways. 


And these shall be the treasures 
We offer to the King, 

And these are gifts that even 
The poorest child may bring. 


We'll bring the little duties 
We have to do each day; 
We'll try our best to please him 
At home, at school, at play. 


And better are these treasures 
To offer to our King 

Than richest gifts without them, — 
Yet these a child may bring. 


The Hietorical Setting 
N OUR last lesson we considered the preliminaries 
| to the restoration of the Law. This may be com- 
pared with the restoration of the Gospel at the 
Reiosmation as prophetically set forth in Revelation 


10, Chapter 34 gives the restoration in detail. In 
35: 1-3 the commandment as to keeping the Sabbath 
is again reiterated. It is as though would re- 


mind them that even in the erection of the tabernacle 
the Sabbath rest should be observed. . 

And the collection and offering and shaping of the 
gifts follow immediately upon this. 

The Expository Meaning wv 

Chapter 35: 5.—Take ... an offering. .Am import- 
ant principle emerges here. Only God’s people are 
privileged to offer anything for God’s service. And 
only then if they are entirely willing. It should 
be clearly impressed upon children that no gift is 
worth anything which does not spring out of love to 
God, and that such love can only become operative 
as a motive after God’s love in regeneration has been 
experienced. Sometimes there is a temptation to en- 
courage boys and girls to give to a collection, for ex- 
ample, when they are not truly saved. I think we 
should probably seldom, or never, be wise in refusing 
a child’s gift, for we cannot know the secrets of God’s 
workings in a heart. But we ought to make it per- 
fectly clear that a collection is no substitution for faith 
and repentance. “If there be first a willing mind, it 
is accepted” (2 Cor, 8:12, A. V.). All right giving 
should proceed from (1) intelligent recognition of a 
need; (2) ability to help toward the supply of it; (3) 
the love of Christ constraining the gift. How much 
of the Church’s begging and collecting and money- 
getting is condemned by such standards? 

Verse 5.—Jehovah’s offering. Note the contrast 
between the magnificent complete whole which was the 
subject of God’s revelation to Moses and the small 
personal offerings by which that whole was to be real- 
ized, Let the children see the divine application of 
the old Scottish proverb, “Mony a mickle maks a 
muckle.” These offerings were made possible by the 
rich supplies which the escaped Israelites had brought 
out of Egypt. 

Verse 22.—Offering. Wave offering. The peculiar 
ritual of this offering was the presenting and waving to 
and fro of the offering, thus symbolizing the entire 
consecration of the gift to the Lord. 

Verse 25.—Wiéise-hearted. The heart in the Bible 
does not stand for the emotions as with us. The organ 
of the body associated with the feelings is the reins 
or kidneys. Heart stands for thought or will, or 
thought alone. Wise-hearted, therefore, means intelli- 
gent. It may be an opportunity for the teacher of a 
girls’ class to emphasize the sacredness of sewing and 
such like crafts. 

Verse 30.—Compare chapter 31:2. Bezalel and 
Oholiab; the consecration of these men is especially 
noteworthy. We are so often tempted to think of in- 
spiration as having to do merely with things of the 
Spirit. But here God reveals to us his conception of 


manual work. Nothing less than the Holy Spirit will 
suffice for these artisans. Bezalel was filled with the 


_ the service thereof, and for the 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson heips is 
35 : 20-29 

28 And all the congregation of the children of Israel de- 
parted from the presence of Moses. 21 And they came, 
every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one 
whom his spirit made willing, and brought Jehovah’s 
offering, for the work of the tent of meeting, and for all 
hely garments. 22 And 
they came, both men and women, as many as were willing- 
hearted, and brought brooches, and 1 ear-rings, and signet- 
rings, and 2 armiets, all jewels of gold; even 


and fine linen, and goats’ hair, 
and sealskins, brought them. 

an offering of silver and brass brought Jehovah’s offering; 
and every man, with whem was found acacia wood for 


: 
i 


work of the service, brought it. 25 And all the women that 
were wise-hearted did spin with their hands, and brought 
that which they had spun, ue, and the purple, the 


the bli 
scarlet, and the fine linen. 26 
heart stirred them up in wisdom spun the goats’ hair. 
27 And the rulers brought the * onyx stones, and the stones 
to be set, for the ephod, and for the breast-plate; 28 and the 
spice, and the oil; for the light, and for the anointing oil, 
and for the sweet incense. 29 The children of Israel 


woman, whose heart made them Ly to bring for all 
the work, which Jehovah had to be by 
Moses. : 

2Or, nose-rings. 2 Or, necklaces. * Or, beryl. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Spirit of God. A Moses or an Isaiah or a Paul can- 
not. go further than this in experience. The earthly 
life of the Lord Jesus has forever dignified manual 
labor. But the God of the New Testament is also 
the God of the Old. The history of God’s dealings 
with Bezalel is consistent with him who was one day 
to become the carpenter of Nazareth, 

Chapter 36: 1.—And these gifts of the Spirit were 
sharéd by others also. A great outpouring of the 
Holy Ghost must have marked the beginning of the 
preparation of the tabernacle, just as fifteen hundred 
years later it marked the beginning of the spiritual 
tabernacle (Eph. 2:22). The wider implications of 
this history of Bezalel and the rest is that God is con- 
cerned in all humari progress. Nothing which is hu- 
man is alien to God. And we may thankfully recog- 
nize that every fresh human achievement and discovery 
is by the enabling 6f the Holy Spirit. And this is 
true whether men recognize the fact or not, and 
whether they like it or not. There is sometimes a 
tendency among us to look with suspicion on human 
craftsmanship or science, but such an attitude dishon- 
ors God. As it was said of Joseph in Egypt, “Whatso- 
ever they did there, he was the doer of it” (Gen. 39: 
22); sO we may say of our blessed Lord concerning 
all right human activity. All capacity to study or 
discover, to do or invent, comes from him. And this 
is true whether men use the gifts aright, or prostitute 
them to evil uses. For the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to Bezalel and Oholiab we may. compare the require- 
ment set forth in Acts 6 for the work of serving tables. 
The same equipment is needed for the least as for the 
greatest of tasks. This is a thing that we teachers may 
well remember for ourselves. Little things, the minute 
details of our Sunday-school arrangements need the 
sped Ghost just as much as the aciual giving of the 
€sson. 


Verse 3.—Every morning. It is a beautiful pic- 
ture of the spontaneous offerings of the people. When- 
ever there is a real work of the Spirit of God people 
will be moved to give. Love must express itself in 
sacrifice. Nothing is so delightful to love as to give 
of that which costs it something. You can illustrate 
this to the children in trying to make them realize 
the love of their parents. I came across the following 
the other day in a book for girls written by Mrs. 
S. D. Gordon. “How old are you? Eighteen years? 
Just think for a moment, when your mother was only 
a few years older than you are now you were a little 
toddling thing of two. Very fascinating, no doubt, 
but oh, how troublesome! Her feet were then as 
quick and light as yours are now. But she willingly 
slackened her step to keep step with your little stray- 
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ing feet. She longed then, as you long now, to be out 
in some larger sphere. To be able to take her part 
in the great throbbing world. But she laid aside her 
longings that she might play childish games in the 
nursery to keep you happy.” The foregoing beautiful 
quotation from a beautiful book will give the general 
trend of what needs to be stressed in this connection, 
both for boys and girls. But not merely in relation 
to parents, but also in relation to God himself. Love 
demands expression and outlay and is pained until it 
finds it. The renewing of the covenant had evidently 
been a very gracious time of reviving. The apostasy 
and idolatry had ceased. The grumbling was stilled. 
The penitent people seem only to have been anxious to 
show how deep was their’ contrition for having sinned 
against their wonderful Friend who had done so much 
for them. So every morning there were free will of- 
ferings brought until more enough material had 
been gathered for the purpose in hand. It is solemn 
and sad to reflect that in our lesson for October 10 


‘ we shall find that the old sin is once more in full 


blast. “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed” 
(1 Cor. 10:12). 


The Homiletical Form 


Thus our Homiletical Form will naturally fall into 
these great groupings: 


1. The type. Foreordained and prepared. 

a The taking by God from the people of the gifts 
which he had already given them. 

3. The training to co-operate with him in carrying 
out his plans. 
_ 4. The teaching which first in a material and then 
in a literary form has been preserved for the Church 
through all time, and perhaps for eternity also. 


The Topical Values 


TypicaL MEANINGS OF THE TABERNACLE. A type may 
be defined as a divinely illustration of truth, 
A type is neither an allegory nor a myth nor a fable. 
An allegory presents us with imaginary persons and 
actions in the very place of the real. A very fine ex- 
ample of an allegory is Spenser’s “Faerie Queene.” A 
myth is a literal story of obvious fact but with a hid- - 
den meaning which is hinted at by some grotesqueness 
in the narrative. Such a myth may be illustrated by 
the story of Hercules and the hydra. Or again, a 
fable is purely fanciful in its character and may be 
illustrated by Jotham’s story of the talking trees in 
Judges 9. A type partakes more of the nature of a 
parable which 1s a comparison based upon real anal- 
-ogies. 

Most Christians, it is to be feared, know very lit- 
tle about the types. Some class them with such liter. 
ary representations as I have mentioned above. Some 
spoil the teaching of the types altogether by a fanci- 
ful allegorizing. Such methods are very markedly ob. 
servable in some of the early Jewish and Christian 
Fathers. They have done a great deal to bring the 
whole subject into disrepute. It is clear from Scrip. 
ture that God himself sets great value upon them, It 
was the Holy Ghost who designed them. We learn 
from the Epistle to the Hebrews that even the details 
of the tabernacle were planned by God. Thus, for 
example, the veil of the tabernacle was meant to con- 
vey a lesson (Heb. 9: 3). 

A sane and sober study of the types will go far 


to counteract the influences of destructive criticism. ~ 


e le is a type (1) of a heavenly ideal yet 
to be realized (Heb. 9:23; Rev. 21:3); (2) of the 
Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:14); (3) of the Church 
of God (Eph. 2:22). The temple is also parallel with 
the tabernacle in this general significance. Of the dis- 
tinctions between the two I do not now speak. We 
may, however, say that the temple represents Christ 
and his Church in resurrection glory. It is not yet 
completa While the tabernacle represents the same 
as it is today. (4) The tabernacle typifies the indi- 
vidual Christian. 

As to the tabernacle itself, observe God’s provision. 
It seems clear that had the tabernacle in mind 
when -he commanded the people to demand from the 
Egyptians such costly things as are recorded in Ex- 
“odus 11:2. So in relation’ to the Lord Jesus Christ 
his body in which he was to tabernacle was prepared 
of God (Heb. 10:5). This carries us back to the 
very foundation of all God's dealings with the race. 
In. Genesis 1:26 we read “Let us make man,in our 
image, after our likeness.” I do not think that the 
two words “image” and “likeness” were merely tautol- 
ogous, nor that it is fanciful to see in them a reference 
to man’s spiritual nature, his mind. And to his mate- 
rial nature, his body. God is spirit, not matter, but in 
Christ Jesus, the second person of the Trinity was to 
take matter itself into intimate connection with him- 
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Lesson for September 
Exodus 35 : 4 to- 36:7 


self. Man’s body was therefore designed so as to 
provide a suitable pattern for that which should after- 
ward be the dwelling place of the Son of God. 

Then notice the preparation. In the buil of the 


tabernacle all was done according to plan. othing 
was ha rd. There was the collection of the mate- 
rial.: consecration of the workers under Bezalel 


and! Oholiab Then the spinning, weaving, metal and 
wood working, and finally the erection. 

Lastly there was the actual indwelling. Apart from 
this all the rest was meaningless. 

Further, we find here another exemplification of the 
law that God will do nothing if he can help it with- 
out calling in the co-operation of man. Just as a 
father finds joy in allowing his child to help him, even 


‘when the father could do things much better and more 


easily by himself, so God loves to have his children 
co-operate with him. It is man’s privilege to share in 
God’s work, In similar fashion God always works. 
Thus he creates the grass, but he leaves man to se- 
lect and develop the wheat. God creates the sheep and 
the ox but he leaves man to improve the breed. God 
creates electricity but he leaves man to develop elec- 
trical energy for light and power. 


Tunsripce WELLS, Enc. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The methdéd of providing these questions is an unusual 

one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They are written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr, Smith, and the 

Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 

tried assigning some of the questions to diferent mem- 

bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT reason did God give for having the tabernacle 
built? 
*2. What is the difference between the command to bring 
offerings for the tabernacle, and the commands concerning 
the worship of God and’the building of the tabernacle? 

3. What type of folk contributed to the making of this 
house of the Lord 

4 What kind of contribution did each make? 

5. What two elements of true giving are found in this 
account of the gifts for the first tabernacle? 

6. What third channel of giving was opened in this plan? 

7. What:is the real meaning of the word “wise-hearted” 
in Exodus 35: 10? 

8 Were there any who did not contribute? 

9. In what previous chapter did Jchovah lay particular 
stress upon the condition of willingness in the giving of 
the people for the tabernacle? 

10. On what other occasions were the people’s gifts called 
for in rebuilding the house of God? 

11%, What suggestions for our own giving are involved 
here? 

1z. Can you connect, with this spirit of willingness called 
for, a statement which Jesus made about the kind of wor- 
ship the Father required? 

313. What expression of Paul’s is in line with Moses’ stand- 
‘ard that these gifts come only from the willing-hearted? 

14. What is the inevitable result of cheerful giving — (1) 
upon the giver; (2) upon the treasury of the Lord? - 

15. What fourfold type dd’ we have in the tabernacle? 

16. Why was the tabernacle such a perfect type of Christ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Hart Family!—And they came, both men and 
women, as many as were willing-hearted (v. 22). 
There are three kinds of people who always get next 
to this Corner. They are all members of the Hart 
family. The Goodhearts, the Kindhearts, the Willing- 
hearts. Mrs. Goodheart “will give her head away.” 
Mrs. Kindheart “will cry her eyes out.” Mrs. Will- 
ingheart “will run her feet off.” These are the ways 
the neighbors put it. The Harts are those who build 
churches and Sunday-schools. The Hart families build 
colleges; hospitals, libraries. The Harts are those 
who make life worth living and transform a beautiful 
natural world into a lovely livable world. You will 
note away back here at the yery beginning of churches 
it was the same Hart tribe who came and made the 
first temple for the worship of God. The Thirteerith 
Tribe, if you please, made up from the cream of the 
Twelve Tribes. Here is a case where woman was on 
the same equality with man. When she has it, the 
woman has always been the willing giver, from the 
Tabernacle to that last “drive” Indeed, a common 
remark in many a family is, “Oh, mother, you're 
dead easy,” as mother has just been imposed upon by 
some fake “hard luck” story. But who would have 
it otherwise? A fellow might stand a skin flint dad, 
but a mean and stingy mother! Thank the Lord that 
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the middle name of mother is Willingheart. Some 
one has said if cértain folks did not buy into the 
social columns no one- would ever know what their 
middle names were. Mother does not have to butt 
into society to have it discovered that her middle 
name is that good old Puritan-Quaker one that came 
over in the Mayflower and the Welcome, —Willing- 
heart! (See Prov. 3:9, 10; Acts 20: 35.) 


“Spinsters.”—All the women that were wise-hearted 
did spin with their hands (v. 25). Here we discover 
another branch of the great Hart family. This is 
Mrs. Wiseheart “who will work her fingers off.” 
Maybe her husband is a “tightwad” who says, “Whad 
ya do with that dollar I gave ya last week?” Maybe 
she never had a husband, Maybe these women were 
spinsters. Say, I wonder if you girls know the origin 
of that word spinster for the woman who has never 
married. In early times there were no department 
stores and mail order catalogues, and things had to be 
created on the home premises, The linen and other 
cloth had to be made‘ in the house. Every home had 
its spinning wheel. Some one had to do the spin- 
ning. One of the girls would set herself apart for 
that service, and it took about all her time. .She gave 
up hopes of having a home of her own, because if she 
married, who would do the spinning? —her. brothers 
and sisters (families were large in those days) would 
go unclad. So she remained single and was called 
“the spinster.” It made Aunt Fanny furious to call 
her “old maid.” But she smiled and felt honored 
when they called her “the spinster.” It was a tribute 
to her sacrifice. Aunt Fanny belonged to the Wise- 
heart branch of the family who “spin with their hands” 
(Prov. 31:13, 19, 20-22, 26, 27). We were buying 
some furniture covering one day. The merchant laid 
out a beautiful pattern and named the price. “Phew! 
What makes it so costly?” “All handwork,” he re- 
plied, “it will last forever and a day.” God’s house 
must have everything the best. Ruskin’s Seven Lamps 
of Architecture were burning as brightly in that day 
as in this. From the Hart family come the sisters 
who keep the lamps burning. Here they are again: 
Mrs Goodheart, Mrs. Kindheart, Mrs, Willingheart, 
and Aunt Fanny Wiseheart. Which one of the Harts 
are you? Into which family will you marry? 


Sacrifice.—And the rulers brought the onyx stones, 
and the stones to be set (v. 27). lf there is any virtue 
in the suggestion we often hear, “Give until it hurts,” 
here is a fine example. During the War when the 
government was raising millions the “minute men” 
were up on soap boxes shouting, “Buy till your back 
cracks.” Folks did buy at one hundred, and when the 
War was over and the business depression came down, 
there was “cracking” of backs as those who could not 
hold on sold out at eighty-four or less. The wage 
earners were hit the hardest as unemployment forced 
them to sell, but I never heard. one of them put up a 
wail because of the “hurt” from the sixteen percent 
or more loss. It hurts to lose money, and it hurts 
to give up beautiful jewels. But for God and coun- 
try what real Christian patriot would not! Sacrifice 
is not only the first lamp of Architecture, but it is the 
first lamp of Love—love of church, love of country, 
love of woman, love of children, love of home, love 
of everything worth while. Jewels are indeed beautiful 
and. have a fascination about them even to cold and 
unresponsive folks. God likes beautiful things. That 
is why he filled the world with them. So this first 
house of his was made beautiful by handiwork and 
sacrifice. As I have said often before, when I go to 
New York I never fail to nose along the show cases 
of the jewelry stores and enjoy the gems so skillfully 
set and so beautifully displayed. It is lots of fun and 
costs nothing and there is a sweet satisfaction in 
knowing there is nothing in the world you can so easily 
get along without! See that lovely string of per- 
fectly graded pearls? One hundred thousand dollars, 
Down the street there is a shop where I can get a 
string looking just like it, genuine diamond clasp and 
all, no one but an expert to tell the difference, for 
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two hundred and fifty dollars. I am told that my lady 
millionairess locks up her genuines ‘= her safe deposit 


- * box and-wears the imitation fc. peace of mind. I was, 
- admiring some earrings of one of our family. “From 


the Five and Ten,” she laughed. But real jewels stand 
for sacrifice in the tabernacle and everywhere. Read 
Ruskin’s “Deucalion” in this connection, It is about 


‘jewels (see Mal. 3:17). 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
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This: Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ Tue Principte or ConceNnTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 








HE lesson deals with Israel’s gifts for the taber- 

nacle and therefore naturally suggests not a study 
of the tabernacle primarily, though incidentally this may 
be treated, but rather and more practically for us it 
suggests the significance of giving to the Lord, as the 
Golden Text implies. 

It is most interesting that this people who might 
have excused themselves under their conditions from 
much giving for a house of worship which at best 
would be but' temporary do not seem to have done so. 
Nor did they argue that they should the rather think 
of a food supply or protection from their enemies, 
It is true that the reference to those who gave (“every 
one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom 
his spirit made willing”) might seem to imply that 
only a certain proportion of the whole group really 
gave; yet from the abundance of the gifts, and from 
the repeated reference to those who were willing- 
hearted it may be that the statement is intended rather 
to stress the fact that the gifts were not forced but 
freely given. This is certainly one of the lessons to 
be learned from this most illuminating experience of 
God’s people: not only that the Lord expects his peo- 
ple to support his work with gifts and service, but 
to do so willingly and gladly, and this will of necessity 
result in liberality even at the cost of sacrifice. Liberal 
and sacrificial giving is not a burden but a joy to those 
who are “willing hearted.” 

Those who have come to believe that the tithe rep- 
resents the minimum of Christian giving should not 
lose the joy of giving, either by rightful emphasis upon 
the duty of paying an obligation to God, or by over- 
looking the fact that beyond the tithes God’s ancient 
people made many free will gifts and offerings. It 
is amazing how far below Israel the church has fallen 
in her gifts to God. Measured by the meagerness of 
their offerings to him, it is a wonder that some church 
members are not ashamed to say that they recognize 
God’s claim at all. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


« 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

‘accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet capes the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 

full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


For the lesson of December 19, illustrations 

are desired on the optional. Christmas lesson, 

Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, 
the Just Judge.” 


The Skeptic’s Retort.—And they came, every one 
whose heart stirred him up (v. 21). A frame church 
building was burning down, and though it had not been 
a large or active one, there was much interest in the 
catastrophe. The fire occurred at night, making a 
large bonfire, and people flocked from far and near to 
see it. r of the church said somewhat peev- 
ishly to a known skeptic who was in the crowd, “I 
never saw you come near this church before.” “No,” 
replied the other, “but then I never saw this church 
on fire before.”"—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Helen Palmer, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Giving Away Their Home.—Brought Jehovah's of- 
fering, for the work of the tent of meeting (v.21). A 
Christian business man with a large family, living in a 
rented house, had finally the means to build a home in 
the suburbs. The lot was leveled and plans in readiness 
when a letter came from a missionary whom they 
were supporting in China, saying that the hospital had 
burned and there was no place for the sick. “Which 
shall it be?” the husband asked the wife, “a home and 
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‘LESSON Il. SEPTEMBER 12. GIFTS FOR THE TABERNACLE 
International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 35 : 4 to 36:7. 

















The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
The wise may bring their learning, 
The rich may bring their gold, 
And some may bring their greatness 
And glories new and old. 


We, too, would bring our treasures 
To offer to the King; 

We have no wealth or wisdom, — 
What shall we children. bring? 


We'll bring him hearts that love him, 
We'll bring him thankful praise, 
And young souls meekly striving, 
To walk in holy ways. 


And these shall be the treasures 
We offer to the King, 

And these are gifts that even 
The poorest child may bring. 


We'll bring the little duties 
We have to do each day; 
We'll try our best to please him 
At home, at school, at play. 


And better are these treasures 
To offer to our King 

Than richest gifts without them,— 
Yet these a child may bring. 


The Historical Setting 
N OUR last lesson we considered the preliminaries 
to the restoration of the Law. This may be com- 
pared with the restoration of the Gospel at the 
Reiormation as prophetically set forth in Revelation 


10, Chapter 34 gives the restoration in detail. In 
35: 1-3 the commandment as to keep: the Sabbath 
is again reiterated. It is as though would re- 


mind them that even in the erection of the tabernacle 
the Sabbath rest should be observed. ; 

And the collection and offering and shaping of the 
gifts follow immediately upon this. 

The Expository Meaning * 

Chapter 35: 5.—TJake . . . an offering. .Aw import- 
ant principle emerges here. Only God’s people are 
privileged to offer anything for God’s service. And 
only then if they are entirely willing. It should 
be clearly impressed upon children that no gift is 
worth anything which does not spring out of love to 
God, and that such love can only become operative 
as a motive after God’s love in regeneration has been 
experienced. Sometimes there is a temptation to en- 
courage boys and girls to give to a collection, for ex- 
ample, when they are not truly saved. I think we 
should probably seldom, or never, be wise in refusing 
a child’s gift, : a we cannot know the secrets of God’s 
workings in a heart. But we ought to make it per- 
fectly clear that a collection is no substitution for faith 
and repentance. “If there be first a willing mind, it 
is accepted” (2 Cor, 8:12, A. V.). All right giving 
should proceed from (1) intelligent recognition of a 
need; (2) ability to help toward the supply of it; (3) 
the love of Christ constraining the gift. How much 
of the Church’s begging and collecting and money- 
getting is condemned by such standards? 

Verse 5.—Jehovah’s offering. Note the contrast 
between the magnificent complete whole which was the 
subject of God’s revelation to Moses and the small 
personal offerings by which that whole was to be real- 
ized, Let the children see the divine application of 
the old Scottish proverb, “Mony a mickle maks a 
muckle.” These offerings were made possible by the 
rich supplies which the escaped Israelites had brought 
out of Egypt. 

Verse 22.—Offering. Wave offering. The peculiar 
ritual of this offering was the presenting and waving to 
and fro of the offering, thus symbolizing the entire 
consecration of the gift to the Lord. 


Verse 25.—Wéise-hearted. The heart in the Bible 
does not stand for the emotions as with us. The organ 
of the body associated with the feelings is the reins 
or kidneys. Heart stands for thought or will, or 
thought alone. Wise-hearted, therefore, means intelli- 
gent. It may be an opportunity for the teacher of a 
girls’ class to emphasize the sacredness of sewing and 
such like crafts. 

Verse 30.—Compare chapter 31:2. Bezalel and 
Oholiab; the consecration of these men is especially 
noteworthy. We are so often tempted to think of in- 
spiration as having to do merely with things of the 
Spirit. But here God reveals to us his conception of 


manual work. Nothing less than the Holy Spirit will 
suffice for these artisans. Bezalel was filled with the 





Devotional Reading: Psalm 84: x, 2, 8-12. 
Reference Material: Malachi 3 : 7-12; 1 Cor. 16: 1-4; 2Cor. 8: 1-55. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 


35 : 20-29 
20 And all the congregation of the children of Israel de- 
parted from the pr of M 21 And they came, 





whom hfs spirit made willing, and brought Jehovah's 
offering, for the work of the tent of meeting, and for all 
the service thereof, and for the holy garments. 22 And 


‘they came, both men and women, as many as were willing- 


hearted, and brought brooches, and 4 ear-rings, and signet- 
rings, and ?armiets, all jewels of gold; even every man 


that offered an offering of gold unto Jehovah. 23 And every 
scarlet, 


that which they had spun, the blue, and the 
scarlet, and the fine linen. 26 And all the women whose 
heart stirred them up in wisdem spun the goats’ hair. 
27 And the rulers brought the * onyx stones, and the stones 
to be set, for the ephod, and for the k-east-plate; 28 and the 
spice, and the oil; for the light, and for the anointing oil, 
and for the sweet incense. 29 The children of Israel 
brought a freewill offering unto Jehovah; every man and 
woman, whose heart made them willing to bring for all 
Sk ae ee 
loses. 


2Or, nose-rings. 2Or, necklaces. * Or, beryl. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Spirit of God. A Moses or an Isaiah or a Paul can- 
not. go further than this in experience. The earthly 
life of the Lord Jesus has forever dignified manual 
labor. But the God of the New Testament is also 
the God of the Old. The history of God’s dealings 
with Bezalel is consistent with him who was one day 
to become the carpenter of Nazareth, 

Chapter 36: 1.—And these gifts of the Spirit were 
sharéd by others also. A great outpouring of the 
Holy Ghost must have marked the beginning of the 
preparation of the tabernacle, just as fifteen hundred 
years later it marked the beginning of the spiritual 
tabernacle (Eph. 2:22). The wider implications of 
this history of Bezalel and the rest is that God is con- 
cerned in all humari progress. Nothing which is hu- 
man is alien to God. And we may thankfully recog- 
nize that every fresh human achievement and discovery 
is by the enabling of the Holy Spirit. And this is 
true whether men recognize the fact or not, and 
whether they like it or not. There is sometimes a 
tendency among us to look with suspicion on human 
craftsmanship or science, but such an attitude dishon- 
ors God. As it was said of Joseph in Egypt, “Whatso- 
ever they did there, he was the doer of it” (Gen. 39: 
22); so we may say of our blessed Lord concerning 
all right human activity, All capacity to study or 
discover, to do or invent, comes from him. And this 
is true whether men use the gifts aright, or prostitute 
them to evil uses. For the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to Bezalel and Oholiab we may. compare the require- 
ment set forth in Acts 6 for the work of serving tables. 
The same equipment is needed for the ieast as for the 
greatest of tasks. This is a thing that we teachers may 
well remember for ourselves. Little things, the minute 
details of our Sunday-school arrangements need the 
cad Ghost just as much as the actual giving of the 
esson. 


Verse 3.—Every morning. It is a beautiful pic- 
ture of the spontaneous offerings of the people. When- 
ever there is a real work of the Spirit of God people 
will be moved to give. Love must express itself in 
sacrifice. othing is so delightful to love as to give 
of that which costs it something. You can illustrate 
this to the children in trying to make them realize 
the love of their parents. I came across the following 
the other day in a book for girls written by Mrs. 
S. D. Gordon. “How old are you? Eighteen years? 
Just think for a moment, when your mother was only 
a few years older than you are now you were a little 
toddling thing of two. Very fascinating, no doubt, 
but oh, how troublesome! Her feet were then as 
quick and light as yours are now. But she willingly 
slackened her step to keep step with your little stray- 


Golden Text.—Honor Jehovah with thy substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine increase.—Prov, 3 : 9. 


ing feet. She longed then, as you long now, to be out 
in some larger sphere. To be able to take her part 
in the great throbbing world. But she laid aside her 
longings that she might play childish games in the 
nursery to keep you happy.” The foregoing beautiful 
quotation from a beautiful book will give the general 
trend of what needs to be stressed in this connection, 
both for boys and girls. But not merely in relation 
to parents, but also in relation to God himself. Love 
demands expression and outlay and is pained until it 
finds it. The renewing of the covenant had evidently 
been a very gracious time of reviving. The apostasy 
and idolatry had ceased. The grumbling was stilled. 
The penitent people seem only to have been anxious to 
show how deep was their* contrition for having sinned 
against their wonderful Friend who had done so much 
for them. So every morning there were free will of- 
ferings brought until more than enough material had 
been gathered for the purpose in hand. It is solemn 
and sad to reflect that in our lesson for October 10 
we shall find that the old sin is once more in full 
blast. “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed” 
(1 Cor. 10: 12). 


The Homiletical Form 


Thus our Homiletical Form will naturally fall into 
these great groupings: ‘ 

1. The type. Foreordained and prepared. 

2 The taking by God from the people of the gifts 
which he had already given them. 

3. The training to co-operate with him in carrying 
out his plans. 
_ 4 The teaching which first in a material and then 
in a literary form has been preserved for the Church 
through all time, and perhaps for eternity also. 


The Topical Values 


TypicaL MEANINGS OF THE TABERNACLE. A type may 
be defined as a divinely purposed illustration of truth. 
A type is neither an allegory nor a myth nor a fable. 
An allegory presents us with imaginary persons and 
actions in the very place of the real. A very fine ex- 
ample of an allegory is Spenser’s “Faerie Queene.” A 
myth is a literal story of obvious fact but with a hid- - 
den meaning which is hinted at by some grotesqueness 
in the narrative. Such a myth may be illustrated by 
the story of Hercules and the hydra. Or again, a 
fable is purely fanciful in its character and may be 
illustrated by Jotham’s story of the talking trees in 
Judges 9. A type es more of the nature of a 
parable which is a comparison based upon real anal- 
ogies. 

Most Christians, it is to be feared, know very lit- 
tle about the types. Some class them with such liter. 
ary representations as I have mentioned above. Some 
spoil the teaching of the types altogether by a fanci- 
ful allegorizing. Such methods are very markedly ob. 
servable in some of the early Jewish and Christian 
Fathers. They have done a great deal to bring the 
whole subject into disrepute. It is clear from Scrip. 
ture that God himself sets great value upon them. It 
was the Holy Ghost who designed them. We learn 
from the Epistle to the Hebrews that even the details 
of the tabernacle were planned by God. Thus, for 
example, the veil of the tabernacle was meant to con- 
vey a lesson (Heb. 9: 3). 

A sane and sober study of the types will go far 


to counteract the influences of destructive criticism. ~ 


The tabernacle is a type (1) of a heavenly ideal yet 
to be realized (Heb. 9:23; Rev. 21:3); (2) of the 
Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:14); (3) of the Church 
of God (Eph. 2:22). The temple is also parallel with 
the tabernacle in this general significance. Of the dis- 
tinctions between the two I do not now speak. We 
may, ‘however, say that the temple represents Christ 
and his Church in resurrection glory. It is not yet 
complete While the tabernacle represents the same 
as it is today. (4) The tabernacle typifies the indi- 
vidual Christian. 

As to the tabernacle itself, observe God’s provision. 
It seems clear that God had the tabernacle in mind 
when -he commanded the people to demand from the 


_Egyptians such costly things as are recorded in Ex- 


odus 11:2. So in‘ relation’ to the Lord Jesus Christ 
his body in which he was to tabernacle was prepared 
of God (Heb. 10:5). This carries us back to the 
very foundation of all God’s dealings with the race. 
In. Genesis 1:26 we read “Let us make man, in our 
image, after our likeness.” I do not think that the 
two words “image” and “likeness” were merely tautol- 
ogous, nor that it is fanciful to see in them a reference 
to man’s spiritual nature, his mind. And to his mate- 
rial nature, his body. God is spirit, not matter, but in 
Christ Jesus, the second person of the Trinity was to 
take matter itself into intimate connection with him- 














Lesson for September 12 
Exodus 35 : 4 to- 36:7 


self. Man’s body was therefore designed so as to 
provide a suitable pattern for that which should after- 
ward be the dwelling place of the Son of God. 


Then notice the preparation. In the building of the 
tabernacle all was done according to plan. othing 
was zard. There was the collection of the mate- 


; consecration of the workers under Bezalel 
and: Oholiab Then the spinning, weaving, metal and 
wood working, and finally the erection. 

‘Lastly there was the actual indwelling. Apart from 
this all the rest was meaningless. : : 

Further, we find here another exemplification of the 
law that God will do nothing if he can help it with- 
out calling in the co-operation of man. Just as a 
father finds joy in allowing his child to help him, even 
-when the father could do things much better and more 
easily by himself, so God loves to have his children 
co-operate with him. It is man’s privilege to share in 
God’s work, In similar fashion God always works. 
Thus he creates the grass, but he leaves man to se- 
lect and develop the wheat. God creates the sheep and 
the ox but he leaves man to improve the breed. God 
creates electricity but he leaves man to develop elec- 
trical energy for light and power. 


TunsrinceE WELLS, Ens, 
*£ 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The methéd of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT reason did God give for having the tabernacle 
built? 
®2. What is the difference between the command to bring 
offerings for the tabernacle, and the commands concerning 
the worship of God and‘the building of the tabernacle? 

3. What type of folk contributed to the making of this 
house of the Lord? 

4 What kind of contribution did each make? 

5s. What two elements of true giving are found in this 
account of the gifts for the first tabernacle? 

6. What third channel of giving was opened in this plan? 

7. What:is the real meaning of the word “wise-hearted” 
in Exodus 35: 10? 

8 Were there any who did not contribute? 

9. In what previous chapter did Jchovah lay particular 
stress upon the condition of willingness in the giving of 
the people for the tabernacle? 

zo. On what other occasions were the people’s gifts called 
for in rebuilding the house of God? 

11. What suggestions for our own giving are involved 
here? 

12. Can you connect, with this spirit of willingness called 
for, a statement which Jesus made about the kind of wor- 
ship the Father required? 

13. What expression of Paul’s is in line with Moses’ stand- 
‘ard that these gifts come only from the willing-hearted? 

14. What is the inevitable result of cheerful giving — (1) 
upon the giver; (2) upon the treasury of the Lord? - 

15. What fourfold type d@ we have in the tabernacle? 

16. Why was the tabernacle such a perfect type of Christ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Hart Family!—And they came, both men and 
women, as many as were willing-hearted (v. 22). 
There are three kinds of people who always get next 
to this Corner. They are all members of the Hart 
family. The Goodhearts, the Kindhearts, the Willing- 
hearts. Mrs. Goodheart “will give her head away.” 
Mrs. Kindheart “will cry her eyes out.” Mrs. Will- 
ingheart “will run her feet off.” These are the ways 
the neighbors put it. The Harts are those’ who build 
churches and Sunday-schools. The Hart families build 
colleges, hospitals, libraries. The Harts are those 
who ‘make life worth living and transform a beautiful 
natural world into a lovely livable world. You will 
note away back here at the yery beginning of churches 
it was the same Hart tribe who came and made the 
first temple for the worship of God. The Thirteerith 
Tribe, if you please, made wp from the cream of the 
Twelve Tribes. Here is a case where woman was on 
the same equality with man. When she has it, the 
woman has always been the willing giver, from the 
Tabernacle to that last “drive” Indeed, a common 
remark in many a family is, “Oh, mother, you're 
dead easy,” as mother has just been imposed upon by 
some fake “hard luck” story. But who would have 
it otherwise? A fellow might stand a skin flint dad, 
but a mean and stingy mother! Thank the Lord that 
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1. July 4.—Israel Enslaved in Egypt ..... ees. Exodus 1 : 1-14 
2 July 11.—Childhood and Education of Moses 
Exodus 2; 1-10; Acts 7: 22 
3- July 18—The Call of Moses......... Exodus 2:11 to 4:18 
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gs. August 1.—The Deliverance at the Red Sea 
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6. August 8—The Giving of the Manna....Exodus 16 : 1-36 
7. August 15.—Jethro’s Wise Counsel...... Exodus 18 : 1-37 
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us 19:3 to 20:11 
9. August 29.—The Ten Commandments: Duties to Man 
Exodus 20 : 12-21 
10. September 5.—The Tent of Meeting..........:+- Exodus 33 
11. September 12.—Gifts for the Tabernacle 
Exodus 35:4 to 36:7 


12. September 19.—Obdedience to Law. (Temperance 
GRO” A is¥nd cbs crvosecsh dvebcccccenetess sé Leviticus 26 
13. September 26.—Review: Early Leaders of Israel 








the middle name of mother is Willingheart. Some 
one has said if cértain folks did not buy into the 
social columns no one- would ever know what their 
middle names were. Mother does not have to butt 
into society to have it discovered that her middle 
name is that good old Puritan-Quaker one that came 
over in the Mayflower and the Welcome, —Willing- 
heart! (See Prov. 3:9, 10; Acts 20: 35.) 


“Spinsters.””—All the women that were wise-hearted 
did spin with their hands (v. 25). Here we discover 
another branch of the great Hart family. This is 
Mrs. Wiseheart “who will work her fingers off.” 
Maybe her husband is a “tightwad” who says, “Whad 
ya do with that dollar I gave ya last week?” Maybe 
she never had a husband, Maybe these women were 
spinsters. Say, I wonder if vou girls know the origin 
of that word spinster for the woman who has never 
married. In early times there were no department 
stores and mail order catalogues, and things had to be 
created on the home premises, The linen and other 
cloth had to be made’ in the house. Every home had 
its spinning wheel. Some one had to do the spin- 
ning. One of the girls would set herself apart for 
that service, and it took about all her time. .She gave 
up hopes of having a home of her own, because if she 
married, who would do the spinning? —her brothers 
and sisters (families were large in those days) would 
go unclad. So she remained single and was called 
“the spinster.” It made Aunt Fanny furious to call 
her “old maid.” But she smiled and felt honored 
when they called her “the spinster.” It was a tribute 
to her sacrifice. Aunt Fanny belonged to the Wise- 
heart branch of the family who “spin with their hands” 
(Prov. 31:13, 19, 20-22, 26, 27): We were buying 
some furniture covering one day. The merchant laid 
out a beautiful pattern and named the price. “Phew! 
What makes it so costly?” “All ‘handwork,” he re- 
plied, “it will last forever and a day.” God’s house 
must have everything the best. Ruskin’s Seven Lamps 
of Architecture were burning as brightly in that day 
as in this. From the Hart family come the sisters 
who keep the lamps burning. Here they are again: 
Mrs, Goodheart, Mrs. Kindheart, Mrs. Willingheart, 
and Aunt Fanny Wiseheart. Which one of the Harts 
are you? Into which family will you marry? 


Sacrifice.—And the rulers brought the onyx stones, 
and the stones to be set (v. 27). li there is any virtue 
in the suggestion we often hear, “Give until it hurts,” 
here is a fine example. During the War when the 
government was raising millions the “minute men” 
were up on soap boxes shouting, “Buy till your back 
cracks.” Folks did buy at one hundred, and when the 
War was over and the business depression came down, 
there was “cracking” of backs as those who could not 
hold on sold out at eighty-four or less. The wage 
earners were hit the hardest as unemployment forced 
them to sell, but I never heard one of them put up a 
wail because of the “hurt” from the sixteen percent 
or more loss. It hurts to lose money, and it hurts 
to give up beautiful jewels. But for God and coun- 
try what real Christian patriot would not! Sacrifice 
is not only the first lamp of Architecture, but it is the 
first lamp of Love—love of church, love of country, 
love of woman, love of children, love of home, love 
of everything worth while. Jewels are indeed beautiful 
and. have a fascination about them even to cold and 
unresponsive folks. God likes beautiful things. That 
is why he filled the world with them. So this first 
house of his was made beautiful by handiwork and 
sacrifice. As I have said often before, when I go to 
New York I never fail to nose along the show cases 
of the jewelry stores and enjoy the gems so skillfully 
set and so beautifully displayed. It is lots of fun and 
costs nothing and there is a sweet satisfaction in 
knowing there is nothing in the world you can so easily 
get along without! See that lovely string of per- 
fectly graded pearls? One hundred thousand dollars, 
Down the street there is a shop where I can get a 
string looking just like it, genuine diamond clasp and 
all, no one but an expert to tell the difference, for 
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two hundred and fifty dollars. I am told that lady 
millionairess locks up her genuines in her safe deposit 
box and wears the imitation for peace of mind. I was, 
admiring some earrings of one of our family. “From 
the Five and Ten,” she laughed. But real jewels stand 
for sacrifice in the tabernacle and everywhere. Read 
Ruskin’s “Deucalion” in this connection. It is about 


‘jewels (see Mal. 3:17). 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
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This" Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ Tue Principte or CoNcENTRATION.—Organ- 
ze the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 








HE lesson deals with Israel’s gifts for the taber- 

nacle and therefore naturally suggests not a study 
of the tabernacle primarily, though incidentally this may 
be treated, but rather and more practically for us it 
suggests the significance of giving to the Lord, as the 
Golden Text implies. 

It is most interesting that this people who might 
have excused themselves under their conditions from 
much giving for a house of worship which at best 
would be but’ temporary do not seem to have done so. 
Nor did they argue that they should the rather think 
of a food supply or protection from their enemies, 
It is true that the reference to those who gave (“every 
one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom 
his spirit made willing”) might seem to imply that 
only a certain proportion of the whole group really 
gave; yet from the abundance of the gifts, and from 
the repeated reference to those who were willing- 
hearted it may be that the statement is intended rather 
to stress the fact that the gifts were not forced but 
freely given. This is certainly one of the lessons to 
be learned from this most illuminating experience of 
God’s people: not only that the Lord expects his peo- 
ple to support his work with gifts and service, but 
to do so willingly and gladly, and this will of necessity 
result in libérality even at the cost of sacrifice. Liberal 
and sacrificial giving is not a burden but a joy to those 
who are “willing hearted.” ; 

Those who have come to believe that the tithe rep- 
resents the minimum of Christian giving should not 
lose the joy of giving, either by rightful emphasis upon 
the duty of paying an obligation to God, or by over- 
looking the fact that beyond the tithes God’s ancient 
people made many free will gifts and offerings. It 
is amazing how far below Israel the church has fallen 
in her gifts to God. Measured by the meagerness of 
their offerings to him, it is a wonder that some church 
members are not ashamed to say that they recognize 
God’s claim at all. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


mt 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
‘accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet axpiseing the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
eof the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Tiustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


For the lesson of December 19, illustrations 

are desired on the optional. Christmas lesson, 

Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, 
the Just Judge.” 


The Skeptic’s Retort.—And they came, every one 
whose heart stirred him up (v. 21). A frame church 
building was burning down, and though it had not been 
a large or active one, there was much interest in the 
catastrophe. The fire occurred at night, making a 
large bonfire, and people flocked from far and near to 
see it. A member of the church said somewhat peev- 
ishly to a known skeptic who was in the crowd, “I 
never saw you come near this church before.” “No,” 
replied the other, “but then I never saw this church 
on fire before.”"—-From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Helen Palmer, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Giving Away Their Home.—Brought Jehovah's of- 
fering, for the work of the tent of meeting (v. 21). A 
Christian business man with a large family, living in a 
rented house, had finally the means to build a home in 
the suburbs. The lot was leveled and plans in readiness 
when a letter came from a missionary whom they 
were supporting in China, saying that the hospital had 
burned and there was no place for the sick. “Which 
shall it be?” the husband asked the wife, “a home and 
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fresh air ror our children, or a hospital 
for the Chinese?” They wavered be- 
tween what seemed to be two paths of 
duty. Finally the wife said: “The Lord 
gave us that fund for a house. I believe 
he meant a house in China.” The husband 
agreed. They sent the money to rebuild 
the hospital, settling down to live indefi- 
nitely in the old house on the dusty street. 
But business began to be more profitable 
somehow. Money seemed to comme in. 
They hardly knew how it came about, but 
in less time than they had first expected 
their home was built, a better one than 
first planned.—Sent by J. A. Clark, El- 
land, Yorks, Eng. Prize illustration, 


Not a Voluntary Giver.—The children 
of Israel brought a freewill offering unto 
Jehovah (vy. 29). “How much milk does 
fiat cow give?” asked the summer 

arder. “Wal,” replied Farmer Apple- 

ate, “ef ye mean by voluntary contri- 

shun, she don’t give none. But ef ye 
kin get her cornered so’s she can’t kick 
hone to hurt, an ablebodied man kin take 
away about ’leven quarts a day from her.” 
—From .the ‘Christian Herald. Sent by 
William S. Bowden, New Albany; Ind.; 
Mrs, M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


The Golden Age.—Honor Jehovah with 
thy substance (Golden Text). Over a 
doorway in an old Dutch banking house 
is this inscription in French: “The Golden 
Age is an age in which gold does not 
rule.” The value of money lies in its 
control by spiritual purposes—From the 
Syracuse Post-Standard. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


When the Missionary Dared.—Honor 
Jehovah with thy substance (Golden 
Text). Even literal obedience may honor 
the Master, as is shown in the experi- 
ence of Mr. Henry Richards, at Banza 
Manteka, on the Congo. They came in 
their Bible reading to this verse, “Give 
to him that asketh thee, and from him that 
would borrow of thee turn thou not 
away,” and the people asked what it 
meant. After a day’s consideration, the 
missionary said that it meant just. what 
it said. Immediately the people began 
to ask him for things, and got fréin him 
all he possessed; for he determined to 
obey the Scripture. It seemed very ridic- 
yulous and unpractical. But mark the 
‘sequel. 
gether and told them that they needed 
the white man, and that if they robbed 
the white man of ‘all his belongings he 
could not live, therefore everything that 
they had taken from him must be taken 
back. Two results followed: first, his 
ck was secure,—the people never 
borrowed from him again; and second, 
they took a new interest in the teaching 
of the man who was prepared himself to 
live up to his doctrine, their indifference 
was broken, and hundreds were baptized. 
Man’s giving in this instance was a reflex 
of God’s giving —From Life’s Dusty 
‘Way. Sent by W. Haslam,: Blackburn, 
Lavicashire, Eng. 


, No Such Interruptions.—Honor Jeho- 
vah with thy substance (Golden Text). 
“How’s collections at your church, brud- 
der Jackson?” “Well, we ain’t nebber 
had to stop in de middle of a collection to 
go an’ empty de box.”—From the Ep- 
worth Herald. Sent by W. J. Hart, D. D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. 

Their Sacrifice.—Honor Jehovah with 
thy substance (Golden Text). It was 
Self Sacrifice Week. Every church mem- 

er was expected to sacrifice something 
during the week, and to give the money 
that was saved by doing so to the cause 
of missions. ‘Said a dear old lady to me, 
“Do you know what we are sacrificing? 

ges! Eggs make us bilious, so Libbie 
and I decided to sacrifice eggs !”"—Sent by 
Mrs. H. M. Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. 


+) 4 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we pray that thou wilt give us the willing 
heart in all our giving. May we not give 
grudgingly or sparingly, but may we, with 
confidence in thy resources and with a heart 
warm toward the needs all about us, give 


with joy to thy work, May we give not with, 


our minds troubled by the comparison with 


The chief called the people to- | 
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what others are able to give, but may we 
offer out of willing hearts that which thou 
hast enabled us to possess as thy stewards. 
We realize that we have been selfish in our 
holdings. Unbind the spirit of giving in our 
souls, we pray thee, and grant that we may 
regard that which we have as held in trust 
for thyself. In the name of the Lord 
Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you noticed 
such words as these in the lesson: “will- 
ing hearted,” “wise hearted,” “whose 
hearts stirred them up in wisdom,” “free 
will offering,” “willing”? What a beau- 
tiful lesson it is of readiness to give to 
the Lord’s house, and the Lord’s work 
out of the possessions that the Lord has 
permitted his people to hold! The trou- 
ble with so many of us is that we hold 
so much for ourselves, and release so 
little into the work of the Lord. Yet 
there are many who are willing hearted. 
A poor little chap in a great Sunday- 
school convention, watching with eager 
eyes the doings on the great platform, 
opened his little fist when the offering 
was taken and let go all the money he 
had in his hand—six cents! It may be 
that not another person in the whole great 
audience gave as much as he did, because 
he gave all he had with him, and he ran 
down the aisle to catch up with the usher 
who was taking the offering where this 
little fellow sat, because he had been 
missed by the usher. Talk about a will- 
ing heart! He was more than willing, 
wasn’t he? Are you? Does it go hard 
with you to give ten cents in the Sunday- 
school offering when you have in your 
pocket a ten-cent piece and three pennies ? 
Well, let us: lay the whole matter be- 
fore the Lord, and ask him to give us a 
willing spirit in all our doings for him. 
Then we shall have sucli joy in Christian 
service as perhaps we had not known in 














its fullness. Let us pray. 
JfILLING 
Wiss. HEARTED 
ARE YOU? 
"we 


“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories,” 
by Wade C. Smith, will keep the littie 
folks wholesomely occupied on “7 ae 
Sunday afternoon (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, 90 cts.; postage, Io cts.). 





Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“I am trusting, Lord, in thee.” 
“Higher ground.” 

“How firm a foundation.” 
“Sun of my soul.” 

“Come, ye disconsolate.” « 
“He knows the way.” 

“Jesus, lover of my soul.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published. by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Bring an Offering” (191 : 1-3). Psalm 96 : 1-8, 
“Thankful Tribute” (190 : 1-4). Psalm-gs : 1-7. 
“Awake to Praise’ (219 : 1-3). Psalm 107 : 1-9. 
“Praise His Matchless Worth” (144 : 1-3). 
Psalm 68 : 17-21, 32-35. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


‘Ea to make this lesson as simple and 
yet .as full of initerest as possible. 
Read Exodus 35 to 39. First let the class 
know why. they were to make God a tent. 
God was going with his people to the land 
which he had promised to give them, and 
as they were dwelling in tents, it was fit- 
ting that he should have one, too. Of 
course, God could have furnished his own 
dwelling place, but instead of that, he let 
the people bring the gifts, and make it 
for him. It was to be the most wonderful 
dwelling place ever made, so it was very 
blessed to have a part in making it. God 
wanted the people to be very happy over 
it, so he told Moses to let “whosoever is 
of a willing heart” bring the material for 
his house. On the blackboard, make a 
list of the materials to be used: gold, 
silver, brass, blue, purple, scarlet, fine 
linen, goats’ hair, rams’ skins dyed red, 
badgers’ skins, acacia wood, oil for lights, 
spices for anointing oil, sweet incense, 
onyx stones, and stones to be set in the 
ephod and the breastplate. The people 
were glad to bring these materials. Both 
men and women brougfit their jewels of 
gold— brooches, earrings, signet rings, 
and armlets. Those who had silver and 
brass brought that, too, and all the other 
materials, until there was more than 
enough of everything. 

There were women who had learned 
to spin the beautiful Egyptian flax, and 
now they were so happy while spinning 
it for the curtains of the Lord’s tent. 
There were other wise-hearted, patient 
women who spun the troublesome goats’ 











e Every man according 
as he purposeth in his 
heart,so let him give: 
not érudgingly, or of 
necessity:for God 

loveth a cheerful Z 
L_ giver.” LCor. 9:7. ‘ 
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KILLING THE GOOSE. THAT 
LAYS THE GOLDEN EGG. 
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‘| hair to make one of the coverings of the 


tabernacle. 

God picked out. two men, filled them 
with wisdom, and placed them over all 
the work. He gave them many other 
wise-hearted men to help them. As 
briefly as possible, tell of the court of 
linen curtains, and of the tabernacle 
proper, made of acacia wood, overlaid 
with gold, and all socketed together, so 
that it could be easily taken down. Tell 
of the fourfold covering: first, the one 
of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine linen all 
woven into a beautiful design of cheru- 
bims; over “this a covering of goats’ hair, 
and then one of rams’ skins, dyed red, 
and over all, one of dark seals’ skins, 

Soon everything was finished .and-, put 
in place, and Aaron was clothed in his 
holy garments, and anointed priest. Let 
us follow him through the tabernacle, and 
see’ the furniture. . ; 

At the entrance of the court he must 
offer sacrifices for his own sins and for 
the sins of the people, on the great brazen 
altar; at the laver he will wash his hands 
and: his feet; he will then enter the holy 
place of the tabernacle, light the seven 
lamps of the golden candlestick, set the 
twelve loaves of bread in order upon the 
golden table, and burn the fragrant spices 
upon the golden incense altar. But we 
can go no farther, for the high priest 
alone might enter the holy of holies where 
God dwelt. But here there was only one 
piece of furniture —the ark of the cove- 
nant, containing the tables of stone with 
the law written on them. The cover: of 
this little chest was called the mercy seat, 
and it was here, between two cherubims 
of pure gold, that God dwelt. When Ged 
entered his dwelling place even Moses 
could not come in because of the glory 
of the Lord, filling the whole tent. The 
cloud chariot in which God traveled hung 
over the tabernacle, until time for the peo- 
ple to journey on, and then Ged entered 
it and led the way. 

Sing “Since Jesus Came Into My 
Heart.” 

Curnton, S. C. 

we 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Willing gifts. 

Discussion: Get the fellows’ ideas about 
giving to God and lead them into a 
wholesome plan which should be not 
only liberal but systematic. 

Objective: A happy stewardship. 


AY, fellows, first, God’s law and his 

worship; next, God’s house and its ar- 
rangement; now, God’s people and their 
partnership with him in it all. 

In some such order came the teaching 
to the Israelites in the wilderness. In the 
first two, God’s commands came clear 
and positive. Now the people are offered 
the rare privilege of, sharing in the divine 
scheme of setting up God’s kingdom in 
the earth, beginning with his house. 

Fellows, it is interesting to note how 
they reacted to that proposition. They 
put a high value on it. This was nothing 
less than a partnership with the Lord God. 
When the United States offered its gold 
bonds during the World War, Americans 
rushed in throngs to buy. Though their 
country was at war with a powerful 
enemy, such was the confidence of the 
people in ultimate ‘victory. that they will- 
ingly, heartily poured out their wealth 
and their savings to become: partners with 
“Uncle Sam.” Each issue of bonds was 
promptly oversubscribed. The United 
States Treasury officials held up their 
hands and said, “It is enough — more than 
enough !” 

When Moses called for the offerings 
of the people to make possible the elab- 
orate house of worship, with all its rich 
and beautiful furnishings as designed by 
the Lord, it was not a command like the 
proclamation of the law. It was a priv- 
ilege for those who were “of a willing 
heart” (see Exod. 35:4, 5). God did not 
want one reluctant “nickel’s worth” put 
into the construction of his house. It 


should be built with the free gifts..and 
willing offerings of those who loved God 
and felt a holy pride in his house. There 







































Lesson for September 12 
Exodus 35 +4 to 36:7 
ilies ate 


was to be no niggardly giving — no giv- 
ing under :compuision, t 

And how they did give! Five times in 
the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth chapters 
of Exodus::the word “willing” occurs, 
They were willing-hearted gifts. Seven 
times the record speaks of the contrib- 
utors as being “wise hearted,” and surely 
it is a wise heart taat is a willing heart 
in God’s service. It is a giving heart. 

No rummage sales! They would have 
felt keenly the indignity offered to God 
if. people had looked around the base- 
ment and the attic and gotten together 
the oid worn-out things, the cast-off 
things, the things that were cluttering up 
their closets and store rooms, and had 
offered them. 

No church bazaar, nor ice cream fes- 
tival! No crying out to the public: 
“Come ye -and buy ice cream and cake, 
in the name of the Lord!” 

Fellows, a lot of mighty good people, 
some of them my.friends, have resorted 
to such expedients to support God’s work. 
I~ believe: in many cases the motive is 
good, but I unhesitatingly say the plan 
is abominable. - Real earnest people who 
think ‘soon become disgusted ‘with it. 
When. you give to God; go down in your 
jeans and give real ‘money. Of course, 
there are cases where property may be 
properly given, In Bible times men gave 
sheep and cattle and some of their crops; 
but always it was the best of the flock 
and the “firstfruits” of the yield. There 
was no throwing off of unsalable stuff 


mn God. - 

A friend of mine, a very earnest church 
worker, was putting up a sign: “Oyster 
Supper Friday Night for Benefit of the 
Presbyterian Church.” I protested, and 
asked if she would be willing to erase the 
church’s name and substitute her own as 
the beneficiary. She most indignantly re- 
plied: “Certainly not! I have enough to 
live on, and do not need to resort to that.” 
She did not realize that the Lord should 
not have to resort to that either, for the 
gold and the silver are his, and the cattle 
upon a thousand hills. 

But, fellows, the climax came in the 
wilderness offering when Moses and his 
captains had to hold up their hands and 
beg the people to stop, “for the stuff they 
had was sufficient for all the work to 
make it, and too much” (36:7). 


Te San Stl Cn 
Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

.$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. : 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. ; 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription. costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Suriday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 








Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
34631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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So it. wili ever be when the people of 
God .are wise-hearted and give with a 
willing heart — just straight gifts. This 
also makes a happy giver, one who is 
blessed in his own life. For many years 
I was in debt. During that time I never 
knew what it was to pay all 1 owed when 
I drew my salary. Then one day I dis- 
covered that at least one-tenth of my in- 
come belonged to God. From that day 
I made him my first creditor and paid 
him the tenth before paying any other. 
Almost immediately my financial condi- 
tion was reversed, and at settiement times 
I have not failed to have more than 
enough to pay out, besides putting away 
some for a rainy day. 
Fellows, you can’t outgive God. 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The gift of things to God. 
2. The gift of self to God. 








ROM the time when the Israelites in 

the wilderness brought their goats’ 
hair, rams’. skins dyed red, acacia wood, 
oil, and sweet spices to this time when 
the newly Christianized Africans bring 
their live chickens and goats, their bags 
of peanuts, and the Chinese Christians 
take off their own padded winter gar- 
ments (almost their only ones, too!) to 
offer as “white gifts to their new-found 
King” in their first “White Christmas” 
service, God has ever honored and ac- 
cepted with blessings any thing that love 
may prompt in the furthering of his 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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work. -What 
him today? | 

The story of the small boy who fed 
scraps and slops to his pig for the. lepers 
of foreign. lands is doubtless. well known 
to your girls, for. probably every: one of 
them has fed her own little brass piggie 
“coin in the back” instead of “corn on 
the ear” for that same purpose. If they 
have not, can you not give them this 
opportunity? <A letter to The American 
Mission to Lepers, Inc., 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York, will-.explain the project 
to you in full, if you want to know about 
it. 

But do they know the, story of the 
small fatherless boy in South Carolina 
who heard the young, minister tell his 
mother of his great dream. of building a 
home for other fatherless and motherless 
children? _ But he had’ no money nor 
did he know where to get it. After a 
while Willie slipped .out of the room, 
but was soon back standing by the knee 
of the speaker. ‘His little hand was 
clinched tightly as if he had something 
very precious in it. “What is it?” asked 
the preacher. The little hand was opened 
and there lay a bright silver half dollar. 
The child said, “Take this and build the 
home for the orphans.” That was back 
in 1871, when fifty cents. was as valuable 
in the South as five dollars is now. 
Willie had earned it by hours of hard, 
hot work, pulling fodder-in the late sum- 
mer sun. Today in that little South Caro- 
lina town that “home” is sheltering more 
than three hundred fatherless children, 
and nearly two thousand have lived and 
learned within its walls, many of whom 
are preaching the Gospel, or teaching it 
—or just everyday living it—over the 
length and breadth of four continents, 
and “Willie” is a member of its Board 
of Trustees! Are you not reminded too 
of the little lad who gave five loaves and 
two fishes to Him who fed more than 
five thousand with them? Can not your 
girls join their band of “wise-hearted” 
givers? 

2. But there is surely one gift above 
all others every girl of yours can make 
—that gift without which all other gifts 
are “bare,” the gift of ‘herself .to God. 
In that same South Carolina town this 
writer has just seen some twenty-one high 
school or college girls and boys declare 
the gift of themselves to God for full- 
time service in his kingdom, joining a 
band of some twénty-three others who 
are already in training for the service that 
will open before them as they are pre- 
pared for it. There were no finer, hap- 
pier faces in the group of nearly three 
hundred delegates in that state conference 
than those of these “Life Work Recruits,” 
for they were learning that “Jesus first, 
Others second, Yourself last” spells 
“JOY” —to him, to others, and to self. 
Do not your girls want that kind of joy? 
This is the only way to get it; or to give 


it. 
Home Study 
Make a list of as many different kinds 


of things offered as gifts:to God in the 
Bible as you can find, 


Decatur, Ga. 


things can your girls give 


rd 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 5) 


1. This was Moses’, tent. The tabernacle 
ordained by God was built. later. 


2. It was located differently in relation to 
the camp, and was not definitely designed so 
far as the record goes, 


3. Other than the various altars that had 
been erected by the pattiarchs in Canaan, 
this was the first set-place for prayer in 
Hebrew history, antedating the tabernacle 
itself by some months at least, 


4: Into this tent, apparently, only the ap- 
pointed leader went to represent his. people 
before God, in prayer, while they stood every 
man at his own tent door, worshiping with 
him, yét not’ with him in presence, as he 
prayed for them, just as the high priest and 
he only went once a year into the holy of 
holies to plead with God for the people, while 
they stood worshiping with him, yet outside 
the actual place of prayer. 


5- May it have been that he thus repre- 


sented the people constantly before God, 
while Moses was about other duties as 


leader — so that there was never a time when 





prayer for them was not kept before God? 
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6. It did not appear after Solomon’s temple 
was destroyed. 
7. His prayer for God’s presence among the 


people, which had been interrupted by their 
sin. 


8. Moses pleaded only for the continual pres- 
ence of God with him and the people, as 
they journeyed to his “promised land,” cove- 
nanting that then those people would be a 
“separated” people, “‘from all the people that 
are upon the face of the earth.” Are not those 
with whom God- walks indeed a separated 
people from all others? Can he walk with 
one who is not so separated? 


9. The Levitical sacrifices provided a means 
for the maintenance of communion between 
God and the people. For on the one hand 
they educated and informed the conscience 
of the sinner. And on the other hand they 
set forth to those who believed God’s Word 
a type and picture of the way in which God 
would ultimately deal with the whole mat- 
ter of human sin. 


10. Abraham “was called the Friend of 
God” (Jas. 2:23). And of his people the 
Lord Jesus said, “Ye are my friends; if ye 
do whatsoever I command you” (John 15:° 
14). 

11. Abraham pleaded for Sodom (Gen. 18: 
23-33), Joshua for Israel (Josh. 7:7). Sam- 
uel said, “‘“God forbid that I should sin against 
the Lord in ceasing to pray for you” (1 Sam, 
12:23). Paul wrote, “I could wish that my- 
self were accursed from Christ for my breth- 
ren, my kinsman according to the flesh” 
(Rom. 9 : 3). 

12. Note John 4. 


13. The Holy Spirit indwelling the believer 
corresponds to Jehovah’s presence in taber- 
nacle or temple. 


14. Is not Jesus our Redeemer in the “tent 
of meeting” at the right hand of God, since 
his atoning death for us? His own “tent of 
mieeting’’ moved with him from the desert 
of the great temptation to the garden of 
Gethsemane — to. the wayside or within the. 
house of afiction, at the open grave of his 
friend, on the mountain, or the lake shore — 
where he was and founda need for God. 


15. That he might have an exclusive place 
in which’ to meet his people (Exod. 25 : 8, 9). 

16. It signified to them the Presence of 
God (Exod. 33:7, 8). 

17. The world knows that the Church makes 
for civilization, progress, and prosperity — 
for safety. The world would quickly move 
away from the community if the church were 
taken away. 

18. The Devil is intensely interested and ins 
tensely active in the church, to minimize its 
significance, to secularize its service, to mag- 
nify its human weaknesses, and to compro- 
mise its message. 


19. Personal. 
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Who led the Children of Israel into 
the Promised Land? 


Where Nosh’s Ark landed? 
Who was the first great Christian 
missionary? 


FREE—Send for this 
5-minute Bible Test 


Test your knowledge of the Bible. See how much 
you really know about this great Book of Books. 


Bloods Bibl Institute Home Study Courses make 
the Bibie really yours. They give’you a helpful, 
well-rounded knowledge useful in your everyday 

. Ten courses—non-secta- 
—one suited to your particular needs. 34,000 
students have already found the great satisfac- 
tion and joy that comes from knowing the Bible. 
Don’t deny yourself this wonderful experience. 
Just to out your present knowledge —send for 
this test. You’ beinterested. Mail coupon today. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


Dept. 450C , 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Il. 





Woodv Bible Institute : 
Dept 450C , 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


Please send me, Frec, your 5-Minute 
Bible Test. No obligation. 
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Children at Home 











The Princess Annette 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


6A NN, Ann!” Ann didn’t like her 

name at all. It was such an easy 
name to say, and somebody was always 
calling her. She wished, almost, that 
she was a tiny mouse and could scurry 
off in a corner. 

“Ann, Ann!” There it was again. She 
glanced hastily around the room, and then 
slid down back of the sewing machine 
on the floor. If she kept very quiet no- 
body would find her. 

There were so many pretty names in 
the «world, why had her mother ever 
called her such a plain, homely one as 
Ann? She just wouldn’t have it. She 
would change it somehow. Annette! 
That sounded better. Why, that was 
the name of a Princess. She began to 
have strange, creepy, thrilly feelings. She 
wanted to laugh, to sing. Annette! How 
lovely ! 

Then, suddenly, she wasn’t plain Ann 
any more. She actually was the Princess 
Annette. And a man, a terribly stiff man 
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in a gorgeous uniform with pom-pons 
on his shoulders, was standing before her 
for all the world like a wooden soldier. 

“Her Majesty’s servant awaits her Ma- 
jesty’s commands,” said the owner of all 
this finery, 

The little Princess — poor little plain 
Ann — felt frightened. What ought she 
to say? Then she smiled and that made 
the dimples come out. Why, now she 
could have anything she wanted, any- 
thing! And she wanted’ much, oh, so 
much! But what would she choose first? 
She looked out of the window thought- 
fully. The snow was falling in soft, 
fleecy flakes. 

“T know, I know!” she cried, joyfully, 
clapping her hands. “Bring me my sled. 
ane take a belly-flopper down Golden 

ill!” 

The servant raised his eyes in horror, 
and the pom-pons on his shoulders fairly 
bristled with indignation. 

“Oh, dear, what have I said?” thought 
the Princess. 

The servant bowed so low that the®tip 
of his nose touched the toe of one shiny 
boot, and his blue satin coat tails stuck 


out behind him. When he straightened | ; 


up, his face was very red. 
“The—the Princess —never” (he had 
a terrible time getting it out) “Princess 


Annette never—takes belly-floppers!” 
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.Your Sunday School needs an. ias 


Here is Real Help ,‘\, Rally Day 


— good music and- enthusiasm. K- 
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Announcing a new Bible study book 





by Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas 





And God Spake 


These 


Words 


How.We Got Our Bible and Why 
We Believe It Is God’s Word 





Appearing as a posthumous work of this dean’ of Bible teachers, this 
volume should have a special appeal to all who knew. and loved the 
author, or who are familiar with his earlier-works. The Rev. .W. Graham 
Scroggie has said that ‘‘the reading of Dr. Thomas’. books creates in 
one a deeper love of and a desire for God as revealed in his -Word,’’ and 
this is strikingly true of this clear and satisfying. marshaling of evi- 


* dence as to what the Bible is, 


With Questions for Class or Individual Study 
$1.25, postage, 10 cents 





Another book by Dr. Thomas. 


Methods of 


Bible Study 


Here are the tested plans of this veteran Bible teacher, collected and 
explained in thirteen full chapters suggesting the best methods of mas- 
tering the subject matter of the Word of God, its facts and doctrines. 


$1.00, postage, 10 cents 
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He gulped on the last word. “It is not 
in accord with the actions of royalty.” 

Annette was disappointed, then morti- 
fied to think that she had made such a 
mistake. 

“Very well, take me to my room,” 
said quietly, 

He ted the way ap" a broad staircase 
that had the smoothest, shiniest railing 
Annette had ever seen. Her heart grew 
lighter at each step, and by the time they 
reached the top, her eyes were spark- 
ing. 

“You may go,” she ordered, and waved 
her hand for the servant to disappear. 
She watched him go down the stairs, 
chuckling inside herself. 

“Now I shall have a grand slide,” 
thought. 

Over the banister went one satin-slip- 
pered foot. Her long skirts got in the 
way, but she grabbed them up and held 
on tight. Then she let go. Down, down, 
down! Oh, it was the grandest railing 
to slide down she had ever known! My, 
but it was a long one, and it had a per- 
fectly scrumptuous curve in it. Then, 
suddenly she came to the end. There 
wasn’t any newel post, and she went fly- 
ing off into space. She landed in a heap, 
her clothes all wound around her, in the 
middle of a rug. And there was that 
terrible servant, his face as red as fire, 
gazing open-mouthed at her, 

“Have I done something wrong?” she 
asked. 

He stiffened up like a tin soldier. “Suche 
actions are most unbecoming in a Prin- 
cess. Your bones, your Majesty, pray in- 
form me, are they all broken?” 

Annette opened her mouth and laughed. 
Imagine breaking your bones from a 
slide down a banister ! 

“Your manners!” said the servant in- 
dignantly. 

“Oh, dear, there are so many things for 
a Princess to think of,” said Annette with 
a sigh. “First it was my bones, and now 
it’s my manners. Doesn’t a Princess have 
any good times at all?” 

The servant was nearly overcome. He 
opened his mouth and shut his eyes, and 
then opened his eyes and shut his mouth. 
This was the strangest Princess he had 
ever known. She would need a lot of 
training. When he could compose him- 
i, he helped Annette to her feet and 
sai 

“The Princess is punished for her mis- 
demeanors by living on bread and milk. 
I will lead the way to the royal bed 
chamber.” 

Bread and milk! Oh, dear! 

“Don’t Princesses live on strawberry 
tarts and chocolate cake that is all runny 
with icing, ’nd snow pudding, ’nd —” 

The servant again held up his hands 
in horror. “Mercy, no! A princess is 
never fed-such things!” he exclaimed. 

A queer, lonely feeling began to creep 
over Annette. Tears welled up in her 
eyes and made them smart. Suppose she 
should sniffle! That probably would be 
the end of the servant, he would be so 
horrified. She wanted her mother, and 
her own home, and she wanted most of 
all-to be called — 

“Ann, Ann! Where are you?” 

It was her very own mother’s voice 
calling. She opened her eyes sleepily. 


she 


she 


‘There she was huddled down on the floor 


back of the sewing machine! 

“There are some jelfy sandwiches in 
the kitchen for you, Ann dear. And the 
cocoa will get cold if you don’t hurry.” 

Jelly sandwiches and cocoa! How de- 
licious ! 

With a happy little yawn Ann sprang 
up and skipped out of the room. Prin- 
cesses might be all right in their castles, 
but never again would she long to be one 
and have a fancy name! Home, just 
home was the best place in all the world. 


Mtrorp, Conn. 
tf 


If you have much to do with boys, 
Mr. Howard’s book of sixty-one “Boy- 
Talks” will prove to be a very great 
help. in what the talks contain, ayd in 
the way in which they get at the boy 
heart and boy life. It is issued by The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50 (postage, I2 cents) a 


* | book of 216 pages. 
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The Victorious Life | 





Said at a Victorious Life 
Conference 


A missionary speaker said: 
read Galatians 2: 20 with me?” All read 
together: “I am crucified with Christ; 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me,” and for the Arabs, and for 
the Persians, and for the Indians, and 
for the Chinese, and for the Africans, and 
for the whole world. It was an unex- 
pected and unforgettable application made 
by this missionary from Arabia of G&d’s 
missionary call made to every member of 
the body of Christ. 


There is no place*in the plan of God 
for the betterment of the old creation. 
There is only one place for the old cre- 
ation, and that is the cross. 

When our Lord went to the cross, he 
took with him more than our sins: he 
took with him our old man, and dealt with 
it satisfactorily. 


“Save thyself and come down from the 
cross” — that will be the constant tempta- 
tion to you. 


I hear the world saying to the children 
of God today, “Except I see the print of 
the nails in you, I will not believe.” ~~ 


Sometimes people seem to think that 
you are only living the victorious life 
when you’re on the crest of the wave. 
You are sometimes most victorious when 
you are being submerged and come up 
with a smile on your face. ° 

A man once said: “A fortnight ago my 
sister got converted, and I wish she’d 
get unconverted, for the house has been 
dirty ever since.” 

Do you know how to spell “joy”? J 
for Jesus, and Y for you, and nothing in 
between. 


What is holiness? Holiness is when 
the Holy One entirely fills his temple. 

The Coptic priests in Egypt, when they 
receive a young man into the priesthood, 
recite over him the prayers that they re- 
cite over the dead. They consider him 
now dead unto the world, and alive unto 
God only. [Should not we, enlightened 
Christians, have as high a standard as 
the beclouded Coptic priests ?] 


“Will you 


Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., September 3-6.—Labor Day 
Week-End Victorious Life Conference. Meals 
and room, Friday evening to Monday eve- 
ning, $7. Registration fee, $1. All applica- 
tions for accommodations should be sent to 
the Victorious Life Testimony, 8 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Reservations cannot be made unless accom- 
panied by registration fee. 


Annuity Bonds 


Full information wili be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 


PICK UP THE DOLLARS 
RIGHT AT YOUR DOOR 


Right in your community are hundreds of dollars 

vou can earn ina few weeks’ time showing the New 
Indexed Bible—the finest Bible pulliohed It sells 
on sight to ministers, teachers, students, and all who 
love the Bible. Nothing like it. Start now—to-day. 
Learn what others are doing and get my special 
offer to you. Address 


G. G. Buxton, Pres., 21 W. Elm St., Chicago Ill. 





























Soap to Cleanse 
Oiatment to Heal 


Absolutely Nothing Better 





























Dept. S. S. 


Lesson for September 12 
Exodus 35 : 4 to 36:7 


A substantial 
investment of the 
highest character 
strongly secured, 
yielding 4 to 11%. 
A Life Annuity 


Contract with the 
Moody Bible In- 
stitute. Box S84, 
153 Institute Place, 











A New Service for Rally Day 
Go Forward! 


Se new Rally & 
Day program of Bf 
16 pages is complete 
with songs, recita- 
tions, Scripture 
reading and exer- 
cise. The new ma- 
terial in this service 
cannot be secured 
elsewhere. Start the 
fall and winter work 
right by using this 
bright, inspiring 
program, 


$6.00 a hundred; $3.25 for fifty; 
80 cents a dozen; single copies, 7 cents each 


I Rauty Day | 











Send for. Illustrated Circular of 
Rally Day Supplies. 





1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














A Whole Year for $1.00! 
. HE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday schoob teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





September x9. Missionary Advance in India, 
Isa, 11 : 1-10, (Missionary meeting.) 

September 26. What Work Shall We Plan 
This Year? 1 Cor. 3: 6-17. 

October 3. What Is Education? How Get 
It? -How Use It? Rom. 12:1-3; 2 Tim. 
2:15 (Consecration meeting.) 

October 10. How to Pull Together, 
a:1-5; 1 Cor. 3: 1-9. 


Sunday, September 12 


What Is the Church and What Should It 
Be Doing? (Eph. 2: 17-22; 
Matt. 28 : 16-20) 


Mark 








Mon.—The church a body (1 Cor. 12: 
12-31). 

Tues.—A garden (1 Cor. 3:9). 

Wed.—A family (Eph. 3: 15). 

Thurs.—A light-bringer (Phil. 2 : 12-16). 

Fri—Praying (Acts 4 : 23-31). 

Sat.—Caring for souls (1 Pet. § : 1-7). 
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BRON ZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
dno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


PULPIT S 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates.etc. 


[Globe Furniture Company, f2.ra<* mason: 


ONEY/ YOU 


e us. Christian Life 
Calendars, Christmas reeting Cards, 
Scriptural Mottoes, Bibles, Books, etc. 
Christian men and women, Ministers and 
Gospel Workers; full or spare time—big 
profits assured. 


GOSPEL TRUMPET Co. 
Anderson, Indiana 
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Why is the Church called “Christ’s body”? 
What is the main work of the Church? 


What more may our church do than it is 
doing ? 


OHN D. ROCKEFELLER is reported 

to have recently offered a criticism 

that “there is not enough sociability 
in the churches.” In reply to this remark, 
Dr. Henry C. Swentzel has said: “There 
is imminent danger of Christian institu- 
tionalism being substituted for real re- 
ligion, In these days it ought not to be 
necessary for persons to go to church to 
obtain social advantages. The purpose of 
the Church is to present Jesus Christ to 
the thought, heart, and conscience of the 
people. Churches are not social or matri- 
monial agencies, but religious institutiofts. 
The sooner Christians recognize the di- 
vine mission of the Church, the better it 
will be for both the Church and the peo- 
ple.” ss 


One of the clearest pictures the Holy 
Spirit has drawn for us of the relation- 
ship between the Lord Jesus Christ and 
believers is in 1 Corinthians 12: 12-31, 
where he likened the Church to a body 
made up of members, some fashioned for 
one use and others fashioned for another, 
but all fitted together to make one har- 
monious whole,— with one exception, — 
the Head of this mysterious body is none 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ him- 
self, as we learn from Ephesians 4:15, 
16 and Colossians 1: 18. 

Just as the body is utterly useless and 
lifeless without the head, so the Church 
is lifeless and useless without Christ, its 
Head.- Just as all of the sensations of the 
body are reported to the head and the 
directions for action come from the head, 
so it is when the Church is in its proper 
relationship to the Lord Jesus. 

4 

It is important for us to remember that 
no one religious denomination can claim 
to be the Body of Christ. His Church is 
made up of all true believers on him. The 
word used for church in our Scripture les- 
son and the references quoted above is in 
the Greek, “ekklesia,” which means “the 
called-out” or “the called-out ones,’ — 
called out of darkness into light, called 
out of the bondage of sin into the glori- 
ous liberty in Christ. 

So we have in Ephesians 1: 18, “That ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling.” 
And again in Ephesians 4:4, “There is 
one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling.” And 
in 2 Thessalonians 1: 11, “Wherefore also 
we pray always for you, that our God 
would count you worthy of this calling.” 
Still again, in Philippians 3:14, “I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 


we 
What then is to be the work of this 
body of called-out ones? A physical body 
exists to carry out the desires and wishes 
of that intangible person that inhabits it, 
and whose directions come through the 
head. So the only real work of the mys- 





terious Body of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
to carry out his will, 

He has.not left, us in uncertainty, or to 
man’s interpretation as to what his will 
is. Matthew 28:19 and 20 gives us ex- 
plicit directions for carrying out the only 
program laid down for the Body of 
Christ, the Church. It is to “go and teach 
all nations baptizing them.” Linking up 
this command with Mark 16:15 and 16, 
we find it means to go into all the world 
and to preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture. 


we 

How then can the Church do more than 
it is now doing? Only as individual 
Christians keep close in touch with the 
Head. hen Paul was writing to the 
Colossian Christians he warned them 
against the peril of not holding fast to 
the Head (Col. 2:19). While it is true 
that the believer’s security does not de- 
pend wpon his holding on to Christ but 
rather Christ’s holding on to him, yet his 
fellowship does.depefd upon the faith- 
fulness with which the. Christian holds 
to Christ. 

The great sin of the Colossians was 
agnosticism or. robbing the Lord Jesus 
Christ of his .deity by ranking him as 
merely one of the higher angels. Pecul- 
iarly in the present day do Christians need 
to be warned against this pitfall of the 
evil one. On évery hand we hear the in- 
sidious false teaching that would rob the 
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Lord Jesus Christ of his whole honor as 
the only begotten Son of the Father. All 
too often Christians allow themselves to 
be beguiled by this faise doctrine. The 
Church of Christ can only perform her 
best work for him when he is in his right- 
ful place, its exalted Head, honored, wor- 
shiped, and obeyed. 


Am I a “fitly joined” member, holding fast 
the Head? 


What has the Church a right to expect 
of me? 


Am I concerned for the dis-jointed members 
of the Body of Christ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





HEGEMAN HALL 


Stony Brook School 


A boy’s college preparatory school that is dis- 
tinctly Christian. Faculty of college trained men 
who do intensive work. Small classes. $100,000 
administration building (shown above) just com- 
pleted. Other modern buildings, including new 

ymnasium on fine large campus. Supervised in- 

oor and outdoor sports. For catalog address 
the Principal. 


Box S, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 

















SUPPLIES FOR RALLY DAY 














on the-post-card side. 


post-card side. 


._ No. 933. 
Girls, 
-,being broadcast 





everywhere to come to the Rally 


_ Invitation Cards’ 
$1,25 a hundred. 


No. 940, For the Cradle Roll. A design of a mother 
and a young baby in a delightful pose. 
holding the baby and readin 
to it. Asuitable message is printed on the post-card side, 


No. 941. For Beginners. This design shows a herp? 
little girl and boy, holding up a banner for the Rally 
Day invitation. The invitation message will be found 


No. 942. For Primary Boys and 
Girls, It is a most attractive design 
of a Church in the upper left-hand 
corner, with a very happy boy and 
girl in the lower right-hand corner, 
with an-appropriate message on the 


For Junior Boys and 
ere the Radio Message is 








Order by number 


he mother is 
the Rally Day message 


to the children 


Day. “A very pleasing design and very opportune at this time. 


4 foliage. 


back. 











No. 943 


No.943. For Young People and Seniors, 
This is a beautiful Autumn scene with Fall 
It contains an appropriate message. 

No. 944. For Adults. This design should 
be . pleasing to everyone receiving this card. 
It-contains an appropriate message on the 


RallyDaySouvenirs 


$1.00 a hundred 








No. 944 


Attractive Button-hole Souvenirs, Printed in Colors on Cardboard, 






No. 962 
RALLY DAY CIRCLE 
(Printed in the colors of the va- 
rious Departments. of the: 






PIE CSS) 





No. 963 
RALLY DAY STAR 
Order from Our Nearest House. Send for illustrated Circular of Our Complete Line of Rally Day Supplies 
PHILADELPHIA: 1701-1703 CHESTNUT STREET 


__ -. Sm Boston: 16 Ashburton Place Chicago: 125° N. 
TST OF Kansas City: 1107 McGee St. Los Angeles: 313 
Seattle: 439 Burke Building. 


with String, Same Size as Shown. Order by Number 





No. 964 


RALLY DAY BELL 


Toronto: 223.Charch St. 
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This room may 
be yours ~~ 


It is easy and simple to join The 


Sunday School Times Tour to the 
Mediterranean, Holy Land, and 
Europe. 


HE pee School Times family 
and their friends are now prepar- 
ing for the trip of a life time, ‘The 

— new steamship Doric of the White 

tar Line has been chartered. Special 
trains, motors, and hotels have been re- 
served. And on January 22nd, 1927, 
happy, congenial friends will fill the 
entire ship. 


Why don’t you join those who stand on 
the broad decks and wave ‘‘au revoir’ 
to New York? Why don’t you enjoy with 
us Madeira, Gibraltar, Algiers and 
Egypt ? In the Holy Land you can walk 
the same paths His feet trod 1900 years 
ago. In Constantinople, in Greece, Italy 
and France you will see and glory in the 
— of the ancient and modern 
world. 


Come—send the coupon today for full 
particulars. me 3 chartering an entire 
ship the prices have been reduced to a 
minimum. 


You need be away 
from New York only 





60 days, or you may | WHERE WE 

stop over in Europe WILL GO 

for several months N 

without additional ex- ew York, Ma- 
deira, Spain, Gib- 


ense for ——— 
are. Mr. Boring will 
solve every travel 
problem, so all you 
need to do is to enjoy 


raltar, Algiers, 
Tunis, Malta, 
Egypt, Palestine, 
Smyrna, Con- 


yourself. Congenial - 
companions will not | $f@"7ttnop le, 
ermit a minute's | Greece, Sicily, 


Italy, Monaco, 
France, England 


oneliness. Com e— 
send the coupon 
NOW. 


. St the Coupon 


Send the coupon today and let us 
send you full particulars regard- 
ing The Sunday School Times 
Tour to the Mediterranean, Holy 
Land,and Europe. Find out how 
inexpensively you can be with us. 
A booklet deleribing the places 
we will Visit, the cabin diagram 
and the schedule of rates will be 
sent to you free. You will be 
under no obligation. 
ee 


The Sunday School Times 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Friend: 1 am interested in the 1927 Sunday 
School Times Tour to the Mediterranean, the Flety [asd, 
me par- 











and Europe. Please ask Mr. Boring to send 
Name . is Woe ee 02d ec 8 ws Slee eee 
MORE 5 4 65. 6b. 6) 5.0% woe ae ee ee 
SH blate.4 CC bee 0)8 49.0.6) 9 06 See S.S.7.8 
W rite in the in the names of friends who 
you think may be interested. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Unholy Dollars 


HIS week’s readings are on “Giving,” 

and the key expression may be re- 
garded as “first gave their own selves 
to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5). Was it, or 
was it not, a coincidence that on the very 
day that the paragraphs below were 
written a pastor of one of the most out- 
standing and_ successful fundamentalist 
churches in the Middle West told the 
writer (introducing the subject himself, 
without suggestion from the writer) that 
he never knowingly accepted a dollar for 
his church from an unregenerated man, 
and that he frequently told his congrega- 
tion when an offering was being taken 
that “not a nickel was wanted from the 
unsaved”? No wonder that that pastor 
doesn’t have to. beg for-money, and that his 
people, nearly all of whom are in only mod- 
erate circumstances, give “hilariously.” 
Put God to the test by meeting every con- 
dition of his Word, and then see him 
work. He never fails. “Whether there- 
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 
10:31). How can an unsaved man give, 
or do anything else, to the glory of God? 
He cannot. And therefore neither the 
giving nor the gift of such a man is for 

’s glory. Therefore, how can God 
bless or honor such giving or such gifts? 
Would not the church generally be more 
prosperous both spiritually and temporally 
if it would stedfastly refuse to be the 
recipient of the world’s “unholy dollars” ? 
Thank God for every church and every 
pastor that walks in the full light of 
God’s Word. 


—_— 


September 6 to 12 
Mon.—Exodus 35 : 20-29. 


Gifts for the Tabernacle. 


It was the willing-hearted who gave. 
Unwilling gifts are unacceptable to God 
(see 2 Cor. 9:7). Both men and women 
gave; and they gave owt of what they 
had, whether of substance or of service. 
Some who could not give the former 
could give the latter. So today, every 
one can give something. 

Prayer Suacestions: Reread the In- 
troduction, and pray that a higher stand- 
ard, more nearly approximating that of 
God’s Word, may prevail among the 
Lord’s people everywhere. But pray “in 
love,’ making due allowance for differ- 
ent viewpoints, and for different construc- 
tions put on various Scriptures. Pray 
for all Labor Day interests and gather- 
ings. 

Tues.—Malachi 3: 7-12. Robbing God. 


Other sins preceded the withholding of 
“the tithes,” as is usually the case (see 
Mal. 2: 10-17); and these sins must be 
put away, else “the offering” is unaccept- 
able. The giving of substance or of 
service can never be an acceptable substi- 
tute in God’s sight for the giving of the 
heart. 


PraAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray against the 
rather frequent practice of attempting to 
lower the general tener of Scriptural 
teaching to the human level rather than 
endeavoring to raise the level of Chris- 
tian. opinion and practice to the higher 
level of Scripture. If there is doubt. in 
any case, why not give God rather than 
ourselves.the benefit of that doubt? 


Wed.—Acts 4 ; 32-37. 


When the apostles gave witness with 
great power, the multitude gave gifts with 
great willingness, and “great grace was 
upon them all.” But it was not a “mixéd 
multitude” that gave, as it usually is to- 
day, but rather it was “the multitude of 
them that believed.” “Neither was there 
any among them that lacked.” Is there 
any lack today? 

PraAYER SuccestTions: Pray.for every 
Christian cause; -and . mstitution, and 


Giving in the Early Church, i aries i 


oe 


agency in need of larger support. Pray, 
too, for the Lord’s poor everywhere, Pray 
that the hearts and purses of God’s peo- 
ple may be opened to “freely give.’ “The 
Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” 


Thurs.—Exodus 36 :1-7. Generous Giving. 


When giving is generous, “much more 
than enough” is apt to be the result, 
There will be meat in God’s house, and to 
spare (Mal. 3: 10) ; ard both spiritual and 
temporal blessing will follow. Right- 
hearted giving is tremendously profitable. 
The giver is enriched; the recipient is 
enriched; others are enriched; and the 
cause of Christ is enriched. 


PraYER SucacestTions: Why not make 
a definite list of at least a dozen good 
causes that need your support, and first 
of all give them your prayers? A prayer 
list of from a dozen to.a hundred soundly 
evangelical Christian causes, for each of 
which you pray daily or weekly, would 
greatly enrich and bring blessing upon 
your own soul. 


Fri—Acts 5:1-11. Miserly Giving. 


Was it miserly giving that cost Ananias 
and ‘Sapphira their lives? Was it the 
terrible sin of lying to the Holy Ghost? 
Ah, there was a root sin that lay still 
farther back, the sim of covetousness. 
“The love of money is the root of all 
evil,” says Paul (1 Tim. 6:10). There 
is a way of getting rid of this love (1 
John 1:9). 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Reread yester- 
day’s Prayer Suggestion paragraph, and 
with it Proverbs 11:24, 25. Ask the Lord 
to save you “to the uttermost” from the 
sin of covetousness, and to give you an 
enlargement of heart that will enable you 
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by prayer and gift to reach “to the utter- 
most” parts of earth, beginning at home. 
Sat.—2 Corinthians § : 7-15. 

Our Example in Giving. 


“First a willing mind” (v. 12) ; but how 
can there be a willing mind except the 
condition of verse 5 be fulfilled? When 
we give ourselves to the Lord, we conse- 
crate all that we possess to his cause. We 
do not lay up treasures for ourselves on 
earth. To purpose right is not sufficient; 
performance must follow (v. 11). 


PRAYER SvuGcEsTIoNS: Perhaps. the 
Lord would have you personally, or your 
family circle corporately, sect apart a let- 
ter file for correspondence with and from 
the dozen or more causes for which you 
are praying. Such a letter file, with its 
bcommumications, receipts, printed matter, 
and the like, would in time become a most 
precious possession. Pray about it. + 


; 


Sun.—Psalm 84: 1-12. Gifts for the Church. | 


The church is not at all in the Psalm- 
ist’s view, nor does the Psalm fit the 
title except remotely. It is the song of 
one in love with God’s house; but to be 
rightly in love with his house is to be in 
love with God himself. Whoever is in 
whole-souled love with God withholds 
poe yd from him. Memorize yerses_ 10 
and 11. i 


Prayer Succestions: Pray by. name 
for the benevolent institutions of your 
denomination; also by name for various 
interdenominational or independent agen- 
cies, such as Bible houses, tract societies, 
missionary boards, Sunday-school asso- 
ciations, young people’s societies, and 
Bible Institutes; also Fundamentals, Vic- 





torious Life, and other conferences. 








An Interdenominational, Fundamentalist, and 


2. Th.G.—Graduate in Th 
YEAR OF SEMINARY STUDIES. 


YEAR OF ARTS STUDIES. 
4. Th.M. and Lit. M.—Master of Theolo 


§. Th.D. and Lit.D.—Doctor of Theol 
degrees will be offered a SEXTH YEA 


month. Wit 


The Seminary and Collegiate : 
Bible Institute of Washington, D.C. 


FORMERLY THE BIBLE INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON 


name and charter to enlarge its ministry and grant degrees in the following cases: 


1. The predicate Th.L.—Licentiate in Theology 
Bible Institutes holding a diploma of a two year day course, 


to students with the degree of Th.L. finishing the THIRD 


3. Lit. B.—Bachelor of Literature to students with the degree Th.G. remaining fora FOURTH 


or Master of Literature,2 FIFTH YEAR OF 
POSTGRADUATE WORK to the Th.G. and Lit. B. student, 


or Doctor of Literature to students with previous 
for research work whether in Theology or in Litera- 
ture and Arts. Two years residence required. 


6. Students with diplomas of accredited Bible Institutes will at once be recognized for the 4 
Th.G. (3rd year) entrance. Other institutes considered. 


4. Ragiowention Dp.a>. Diplomas at small fee. TUITION FREE. Room and board $35.00 per 
all.the high aims in learning SPIRITUALITY will stand first. 


H. FRAMER SMITH, M.A., B.D., Th. D., President 
Address all communications to: the 


President of the Seminary and Collegiate Bible Institute, 1316 Vermont 
Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


Premillenarian institution, having changed its 


to students of our own and other accredited 

















Relief and Sustentation. 
They are absolutely safe! 


As High As 9% 


sanctioned by the General Assembly 
is paid on the Annuity Bonds of the Board of Ministerial : 


The income is paid quarterly, or semi-annually! 


They yes you a share in caring for ministers and mission- 
disabled or in their old age! 





Write today to 











] 
They: possess every advantage found in any Annuity Bond! 


Rrv. Joun,;H. Gross, D.D., Treasurer 


Presbyterian Board of Ministerial Relief and Sustentation 


900-R, Witherspoon Building—Philadelphia, Pa. 
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